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Z taqdeyd 


SWIM- 
SUITS! 


H, 
ISN'T THAT 
JUST A 

SCHOOL 


ae YZ] rreaeae 
r THAT NO 


TTER 
WHERE YOU 
ALL HAVE 
DESIGN..? 


SWIMSUIT 
1S THE 
MOST 

EXCITING 
MEN! , 


I WONDER IF THERE'S 
SOME SORT OF 
RULE ABOUT THEM... 
YOU KNOW, 

"A SCHOOL SWIMSUIT 


THERE Vd ff 
PROBRBY YS 
IS BUT... 


ONCE TEX T'D RATHER NOT 


STARTED 
TALKING, geht tediag NEEDS THIS AND THAT” 
YOU'D NEVER THAT MUCH OR SOMETHING? 
GET THEM TO ABOUT SCHOOL 
SWIMSUITS 


SHUT UP 


UNIFORMS 
ARE SO 


BUT WHY 


VARIED DO THEY 
BUT THE ALL LOOK 
SWIMSLITS THE SAME!? 

NEVER EVER 


CHANGE!! 


YOU COULD 
SO WHY DON'T EVEN ARGUE 
SCHOOLS TRY THAT SWIMSUITS 


AND MAKE THEM 
MORE UNIQUE? 
THAT'D BE 


ARE ACTUALLY 
PART OF THE 


UNIFORM TOO, 
SUMMER 


THERE ARE KIDS WHO PICK 

’ THEIR SCHOOL JUST 
Beta BASED ON THE UNIFORM... 
ir Ncaeag SO THERE'S PROBABLY ALSO 
PEOPLE WHO'D PICK A SCHOOL 


TO FILL UP WITH 
SWIMSLIIT-LOVING BECAUSE.OF ITS SWIMSUIT, TOO 


PERVERTS? Z VL 


EVEN WITH 
>, TEST SCORES, 


TEST SCORES 
ANO THE ANGLE 
AT THE BOTTOM 


Test Score: 40 


SHOULO BE 
THE SAME! 


~ 
ay, 


& 


ACTUALLY 
SOUNDS LIKE 
A PRETTY 
REASONABLE 


: I 
hn 


THERE'S NO 
WAY YOU 
COULD SCORE |} 
ABOVE 100 


a 
| ISN'T THAT 
| SCORE A 
Kt LITTLE HIGH, 
| \ MARII-SAN? 


PITIFUL 
SWIMSUIT 


POST-WAR 
JAPAN’S 
INCREDIBLY 
STRICT 


I OPPOSE 
IF YOU ANY TYPE OF 
ia EDUCATION 
SYSTEM THAT 
EDUCATION, | \ 
THEN WHAT VOES TnI? 
WOULD YOU 
PREFER? 


YY 


LOOK 
AT THIS! 
THIS IS WHAT 
HAPPENS 
WHEN THE 
EQUCATION 
SYSTEM 
BECOMES 
TOO LOOSE! 


YOU'RE 
PART OF 
THE LOOSE 


YOU DIDN'T 
HAVE TO 
SHOW US THIS 
FIRST-HAND, 
GAN-CHAN... 


Siete |e] f 
SIZE WRONG |h: Ff om a none 
WHEN YOU | ie 
IMPORT : fs one. 
CLOTHES |t , 7 
FROM RASSING 
ABROAD 


BUT 
IT'S SO BIG 
YOU COULD 
PROBABLY FIT 
KIGU-CHAN 
IN THERE 
AS WELL... 


IT KINDA 
FEELS LIKE 
YOU'RE 
MY CHILD 


LIKE YOU 


GREW INSIDE 
Son EELE | KIGL-CHAN : MY TUMMY ANO 
INSTINCTS [Sa ON HER . I GAVE BIRTH 
\ 10 YOU... 


H-HEY, 


YoU 10 00 
u 
uae SOMETHING 


FOR ME? 


IT FEELS 


LIKE YOU'RE 


WE'RE 
C A REAL 
Re) FAMILY!! 


SINCE 
YOU'RE 
A MOTHER, 
THEN YOU 
MUST SMELL 
NICE, RIGHT? 


SNIFF YOU, /§ 


YOU MUST 
SMELL 
LIKE SOAP 
BUBBLES, 
RIGHT? 
FROM DOING 
THE LALINDRY? 


WE MUSTN'T LET 
KUKURL-CHAN 
FEEL DOWN! 


JUST A 


SHE JUST 
WANTS TO 
REMEMBER 
HER OWN 
MOTHER 
FOR A 
WHILE 


I'M SO.. 
I'M SO 
JEALOUS 


W-WAIT! 
THAT'S JUST 
LYRICS TOA 
KI0’S SONG! 


YOU SMELL 
LIKE SOAP 
BUBBLES! 


TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 


PARENT PLAY 


THE TITLE CIF ZIE - OYAKO SHIBAID IS WORDPLAY ON A RAKUGO STORY CALLED GONSUKE SHIBAI. 

THE STORY REVOLVES A GROUP OF AMATUER ACTORS SEARCHING FOR A REPLACEMENT FOR THEIR SHUNNEO LEAD ACTOR. 
THEY FINO GONSUKE, A CHARISMATIC SHOPKEEPER ANO PAY HIM TO STAR IN THEIR PLAY. HOWEVER, THINGS DON'T GO TO 
PLAN ANO GONSUKE IS BOOED OFF STAGE FOR BEING A TERRIBLE ACTOR. IT’S NOT UNCOMMON IN PERFORMANCES OF 
THIS STORY FOR THE PERFORMER TO DELIBERATELY 00 THINGS WRONG FOR COMEDIC EFFECT. 

CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED OTH AUGUST 2011 


PAGE U: 

“EVEN IN TEST SCORES, THERE’S SO MUCH VARIATION BETWEEN SCHOOLS...” 

TETORA IS REFERENCING (i=1i8 CHENSACHID WHICH IS A METHOD OF SCORING A SCHOOL’S OVERALL ACADEMIC 
PERFORMANCE BY COLLECTING ANO AGGREGATING ALL TEST SCORES BY STUDENTS. THIS GAVE THE STUDENT THE 
PRESSURE TO SCORE HIGH SO THAT THE SCHOOL’S RANK OION’T OROP. A HIGHER RANKED SCHOOL WOULD OBVIOUSLY BE 
MORE ATTRACTIVE TO PARENTS, ANO MIGHT SECURE MORE FUNDING ETC. THIS METHOD HAS MOSTLY BEEN PHASED OUT 
FOR YUTORI KYOUIKU 


PAGE @: 

“WHAT WOULO YOU PREFER? LOOSE EDUCATION?!” 

DEVAS CYUTORI KYOUIKUD OR PRESSURE-FREE EOUCATION ALSO KNOWN AS "EOUCATION WITH BREATHING SPACE". 
JAPAN HAS MOSTLY TAKEN THIS FORM OF EOUCATION TO REDUCE PRESSURE ON YOUNGER STUDENTS. 

THIS METHOD OF EDUCATION ORAWS A LOT OF CRITICISM FROM PEOPLE WHO FEEL THAT IT WILL EVENTUALLY ERODE 
JAPAN'S COMPETITIVE EOGE IN THE WORLD OF SCIENCE ANO TECHNOLOGY. 


PAGE 7: 

“IT'S A TRAVESTY! THIS IS THE SWIMSUIT OF A LOOSE GENERATION!” 

THIS IS AGAIN A REFERENCE TO YUTORI KYOUIKU, BUT EXTENDED UPWARDS TO DEH TH CYUTORI SEDAID WHICH MEANS A 
GENERATION OR SOCIETY THAT IS LOOSE ANO LENIENT. IN THIS CASE IT REFERS TO THE PERIOD OF JAPAN AFTER THE 
ECONOMIC RECESSION IN THE 905, TO WHICH THE ECONOMIC PRESSURE ANDO EFFECTS OF YUTORI EOUCATION WERE 
SEEN AS CONTRIBUTING TO JAPAN'S YOUTH PROBLEMS, INCLUDING ACADEMIC UNOERACHIEVEMENT, VIOLENCE, 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE ANO UNEMPLOYMENT. 


“IT LOOKS SO LOOSE ANO EMBARRASSING” 

THE WORD TETORA USES HERE IS OARASHINAI, WHICH MEANS UNTIOY/LOOSE/SLACK ETC, BUT THE POSTER IN THE 
BACKGROUND HERE IS OF BILLY HERRINGTON, A FAMOUS PORN ACTOR WHO BECAME A MEME ON VARIOUS JAPANESE 
WEBSITES. A COMMON THING TO 00 BACK WHEN THE MEME WAS AT ITS HEIGHT WAS TO GO THROUGH HERRINGTON’S PORN 
FILMS ANO "SUB" THEM WITH THE JAPANESE WORD THAT SOUNDED CLOSEST TO THE ENGLISH WORD HE WAS SPEAKING, 
MAKING HILARIOUSLY BAO ANDO INCORRECT SUBTITLES. IN THIS CASE THE LINE "YOU LIKE EMBARRASSING ME, HUH?" 
BECAME "OARASHINAI, NAZ" WHICH CAN MEAN THINGS LIKE "PRETTY LOOSE, HUH?" OR "PRETTY SLUTTY, HUH?" 


PAGE 8: 

“A TWIN SWIMSUIT!” 

THE PHRASE TETORA USES HERE IS NININ BAORI, WHICH IS A TWO PERSON COAT IN WHICH ONE PERSON SITS WITH THEIR 
ARMS HIDDEN, ANO SOMEONE ELSE SAT BEHIND THEM HIDES THEIR HEAD ANO PUTS THEIR ARMS INTO THE COAT ANDO MOVES 
THEM AROUND AS IF THE BELONGED TO THE PERSON IN FRONT. YOU MIGHT HAVE SEEN THIS PERFORMED WITH A 006 AS 
THE ONE WITH THEIR HEAD SHOWING. 


PAGE Il: 

“SINCE YOU'RE A MOTHER, THEN YOU MUST SMELL NICE, RIGHT?” 

REFERENCE TO JAPANESE NURSERY RHYME CALLED OKAASAN CMOTHERD 

THE LYRICS ARE:- 

BDBEAT WULITHLY - OKAASAN TE, II NIOI COKAASAN, YOU SMELL GOOD) 

PATEK LTW I: ICELYCLE - SENTAKU SHITEITA, NIOI OESHO C1IT’S BECAUSE I'VE WASHED THE CLOTHES) 
LRIFADBDD IcBLYGLE - SHABON NO AWA NO, NIOI OESHO CTHE SMELL OF ALL THE SOAP BUBBLES) 


seu Jo mungny 
QZ saydeyo 


AHHHH! 


BUT I’M 
HUNGRY! 


MEANT FOR [ag 
EATING, \\ 
wereae eee 

ORAWING 


“\Y You Stitt 
ON \ EATING?! 


FINISHED 
MY PICTURE 


; YOU KNOW, 
THAT'S I ACTUALLY 
KINDA LIKE 
THE FEELING 
OF EMPTINESS 
IN THIS 
PICTURE.. 


THEN T THINK 
MARII-SAN 
SHOULD BE 

YOUR MODEL 

INSTEAD 


IT'S 
RUINED! 
MY ART 

IS RUINED! 


WELL, 
SINCE SHE 
ATE ALL THE 
SUBJECTS 
FOR YOUR 
DRAWING... 


LOOKS 
LIKE SHE'S 
EATEN TOO 

MUCH 


LOOKS LIKE 
AN AUTUMN 
:\ OF ART 
AND AN 


APPETITE 


YOU'RE 


ISN'T THE 
PHRASE, 


IT'S NOT 


LIKE HUMANS. |: "AUTUMN OF 
HAVE TO APPETITE” 
HIBERNATE A LITTLE 
OR ANYTHING WEIRD 


ANYWAY? 


AN AUTUMN 
OF SPORT! 


SHE'S RIGHT, 
WATCHING AN 

ATHLETE TRAIN 
AND HONE 

THEIR SKILLS 
Is A TRU 


ARE THE 
PERFECT 
MATCH 
FOR ONE 
ANOTHER! 


RIGHT! 


INSTEAD! 


OBSERVE 
CLOSELY, 
THE BEAUTY 
OF MY 
STANCE ANO 
TECHNIQUE 


ri 


GET ALONG fl 
EITHER... 


i \ WHAT KIND 
BETTER IF IT ; CAN MIX WITH 
DOESN'T MIX AN AUTUMN 
AT ALL... OF ART? 
THERE HAS 
TO BE AT 
LEAST ONE! 


AN AUTUMN 
OF ART ANO 
AN AUTUMN OF 
HEARTBREAK 
SHOULO BE 
ABLE TO MIX... 


ts 


WELL, 


HER 


DO SHARE AN AUTUMN 
A CERTAIN OF HEART- FAVOURITE KIGUECHAN 
MELANCHOLIC | BREAK AND etl r IS HEART- 
AFFINITY 4 
Ea GRAPHED BROKEN? 
COMING OUT 


OF SOMEONE | 
ELSE'S 
HOUSE 


HEARTBREAK! 
ORAW MY 
UNBEARABLE 
SORROW!) 
I’M ON MY}. ) 
KNEES! 4 


LWARHH 


THEN WHY NOT TR eR 
AN ATMS OF Md i { I KNEW IT! 
eee 1 “RHR OTHEY DON’T 
= ! 
ANO ART GO —« J | \ | MIX! 
HANO IN HANO! 


4OU OON'T WHY CAN'T 
WITH ANY AUTUMN THAT 
WOULON’T OF THEM MIXES WITH 


IT BE BETTER 
TO JUST 
QUIETLY 
ORAW BY 

YOURSELF? 


NO!! 
I'VE 
FINALLY 
BEEN 
SHUNNED 
FROM THE 
GROUP!! 


SHE'S 
BEGINNING 
TO GET ON 

MY NERVES... 


WE LIVE KINDA SEEM “AUTUMN OF 
IN A MORE OLD-FASHIONED SPORT” 
MODERN THESE DAYS, AND 
WORLD DON'T THEY? “AUTUMN OF 
NOW.. APPETITE” 


ancomes ||| Beet 
AUTUMN? 
WHAT DOES MOOERN AUTUMN 
THAT MEAN? FOR A NEW 


GENERATION! 


ae 


THERE'S ALWAYS 
ONE OR TWO 
PEOPLE THAT 

NEVER GO BACK 


I GUESS 
THESE DAYS 

WHEN {i 
SUMMER wr 


TO SCHOOL, TIO 
THAT'S A PRETTY vn 


MODERN KIND OF 
PROBLEM... 


I WANT TO 


GIVE UP ON 
THE WORLD! 


TO SHOW 
THE WORLD 
I CAN'T BE 

BEATEN, 
I MUST 
CONTINUE 
WITH MY 


LIVING 
IS TOO 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT, 
I CAN'T 

GIVE UP 


REALLY 
GETTING 
ON MY 
NERVES! 


WOULON’T 
THAT MEAN 
YOU'D ALSO 
HAVE TO GIVE | 
UP ON YOUR | 
ART? 


NOW 
ON TOP OF 
SHUNNING ME, 
YOU DON'T 
EVEN WANT ME 


AROUND HERE 


ANYMORE? 


WELL, MAYBE HAVEN'T THE 


ae 


LIKE INCLUDING 


HEALTHY FOOD, ea if ray eee YOU SAY 
SUPPLEMENTS CONTEMPORISE AROUND MAKE 
AND THE OLD ONES 
WEIGHT-LOSS A LITTLE, FOREVER? A NEW 
TRENDS INTO pedlaiy a pee oe AUTUMN, 
AUTUMN D TO JUS 
OF APPETITE! MAKE NEW : BUT 


ARE YOU - 
CALLING = 


WE NEED WELL THEN 
ee YOU MEAN TO ADD WHY DON’T 
, | THINGS LIKE|| THINGS LIKE | WE TRY 
NOT THAT A E-BOOKS INTERACTIVITY AND BRING 
AND STUFF? TO GET 


PEOPLE 
TO READ 
MORE! 


AN 
AUTUMN OF 
READERS!! 


AUTUMN OF 
READING, 
BUT.. 


LET'S TRY AND 

IMAGINE WHAT 

OUR READER’S 
AUTUMNS MIGHT 
BE LIKE! 


THE \- 
AUTUMN OF |. 
READERS! 


> 


C a 


~ 
‘ uv 
q {| 
i i 
| SAE ee 


il 
\ tp 
if iss ( ili mnt 


{ 


af IH} 
Lh 


\ a | \ = 


ii | 


‘4 


YOU'RE 
AMAZING, 
KUKURU 
-CHAN! 


it 
=S;- 
Ss 
2 
=s 
) 


TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 


THE AUTUMN OF TRIALS 


TITLE Cal #k - TAMESHI AKID IS A WORDPLAY ON THE TITLE OF RAKUGO STORY aitL i - TAMESHI SAKE. 

IN THE STORY, ONE MAN COERCES HIS FRIENO INTO A ORINKING COMPETITION, WITH THE BET OF THE LOSER PAYING FOR THEIR 
TRIP TO A HOT SPRING. 

APTER DECLINING ANO COMPLAINING, THE FRIEND EVENTUALLY TAKES UP THE CHALLENGE ANO WINS EASILY, LEAVING THE 
LOSER TO WONDER HOW THE HELL HE O10 IT. 

IT’S COMMON FOR THE RAKUGO PERFORMER TO MIMIC BECOMING MORE AND MORE ORUNK AS THE ORINKING COMPETITION 
TAKES PLACE IN THE STORY. 

CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED STH SEPTEMBER ZOI 


TITLE PAGE: 
THE WRESTLER ON THE TELEVISION IS STAN HANSEN 


PAGE 2 ONWARDS: 

"AUTUMN OF SPORTS/ARTS/APPETITE ETC." WERE/ARE ALL RELATIVELY COMMON PHRASES IN JAPANESE MEDIA, ESPECIALLY 
IN THE SHOWA PERIOD OF JAPAN C1I926-1989), THUS WHY THEY SOUND A LITTLE OLO FASHIONED TO THE GIRLS. 

AUTUMN ITSELF IS OFTEN REFERRED TO AS A WISTFUL AND CREATIVE SEASON IN JAPAN. 


"AN AUTUMN OF ART" REFERS TO THE PRACTISE OF OPENING ART EXHIBITIONS ANO GALLERIES IN THE AUTUMN, AS WELL AS 
CREATING ART THAT USES AUTUMNAL MOTIFS, LIKE HARVESTED FOOD ANO THE OYING OF TREE LEAVES. 


"AN AUTUMN OF APPETITE" REFERS TO HARVEST SEASON ANO THE WEALTH OF BEAUTIFUL FOOD IT BRINGS WITH IT, 
PARTICULARLY PERSIMMONS, CHESTNUTS, MATSUTAKE MUSHROOMS ANO SAURY. 

SINCE THE PHRASE IS ALMOST ALWAYS USED IN A POSITIVE MANNER, I DECIOEO ON THE WORD APPETITE INSTEAD OF GREED 
OR GLUTTONY WHICH ARE OTHER POSSIBLE TRANSLATIONS. 


"AN AUTUMN OF SPORT" WAS FIRST COINEO DURING THE 19GU TOKYO OLYMPICS, ANO IS STILL USED TO THIS DAY FOR LARGE 
SPORTING EVENTS. 


PAGE 10: 

“IS THAT BUDDHA?” 

THIS STATUE BEARS A STRIKING RESEMBLANCE TO SENTO-KUN, A MASCOT CREATED TO CELEBRATE THE 1ZO0TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF HEIJO-KYO, THE FORMER CAPITAL OF JAPAN. 


PAGE Il: 

PILLS: 

ATFERER - SURVIVAL STRATEGY 
REFERENCE TO MAWARU PENGUINORUM 


*AEDY - HOBIRON 
REFERENCE TO HANASAKU IROHA 


ABA - QUEEN OF THE NIGHT 
REFERENCE TO A REAL-LIFE SUPPLEMENT CALLED ARSE CMIONIGHT BEAUTIFUL HEART 


PAGE 12: 
THE MANGA THE READER IS READING IS JOSHIRAKU, ANO IS IN FACT THE PREVIOUS PAGE TO THAT ONE 
POSTER IS FOR “HAYATE THE COMBAT BUTLER! HEAVEN IS A PLACE ON GARTH” 
THE BOOKS ARE “NEGIMA!”, “HAYATE” AND “KATTE NI KAIZOU” 

THE FIGURE IS OF ASUNA KAGURAZAKA FROM NEGIMA! 

DAKIMAKURA FEATURES HINAGIKU KATSURA FROM HAYATE 


PANEL 2: 
THE ANIME IS HAYATE 


PANEL 3: 
THE GAME IS MONSTER HUNTER FRONTIER ONLINE 


'6 


50 
THAT'S THE 


REASON IT 
NO 60090! 


THE 
BEST 
SANMA 
MUST COME 


AaUIny au L 
Lz 4a4deyD 


THE 
AUDIENCE 
STARTED 
CLAPPING 


MAYBE YOU 

WERE SO 

BAD THAT 
be CLAPPING 10 CLAPPING 
BEFORE THE 


PUNCHLINE! 


SENSE THAT ‘Ne 
SOME OF THEM THERE'S A 
WOULDN'T LOT OF PEOPLE 
KNOW WHEN THAT MAKE UP 
TO APPLAUD . AN AUDIENCE 


PROPERLY 


AND IT’S 
HAPPENED 
TO ME, TOO 


WHY 
COULDN'T 
THEY JUST 
WAIT UNTIL 
I'D FINISHED 
SPEAKING!? 


cs] A WHILE 
pecivep =| | “nepare. 
TO INVITE cl TICKET FOR 
MARII-SAN 


I SPENT ALL 
THAT TIME 
GETTING TO 


HE BEST PART @ 


BUT THE 
AUDIENCE 
JUST CLAPPED 
OVER IT! 
\YOU COULDN'T 
HEAR A THING! / 


THAT’S 


THEN IT 
MEANS THAT 
YOU NEED TO 

DIE TOO! 


OF COURSE, 
ONCE A FEW 
PEOPLE START 
CLAPPING, 
OTHERS FEEL 
LIKE THEY NEED 
TO JOIN IN... 


THEY 
RUINED 
THE STORY 
AT THE 
WORST 
POSSIBLE 
MOMENT! 


MARII-SAN, 
IF YOU SAY 
THAT 


IT WAS 
5000 
EMBAR- 
RASSING!! 


KNOWING 


WHEN TO CLAP) , 


DURING A 
TCHAIKOVSKY 
PIECE OR 
SOMETHING 
CAN BE 
A LITTLE 
DIFFICULT 


WHO 
MISREAD 
WHEN TO 

LAUGH OR 


WHEN TO BE | 


EXCITED.. 


BUT THE 
PERFORMANCE 
WASN’T 
OVER YET! 


CAN'T REALLY 


—\ BLAME HER 


THE MAIN 


PIECE WAS 
ABOUT 
TO START 


THERE 
ARE MANY §& 
PEOPLE IN § 

THE WORLD § 


** ee 
** & * 
*“* *& * 
SO T INVITED Oe ae 
MARII TO COME + * I TOO HAVE 
AND WATCH FIRST-HAND 
THE GAME EXPERIENCE 


WITH ME... 


TRIEO 
TO START 


IF SHE'D 
DONE IT AT 


IT’S NOT LIKE THE 
CHUNICHI DRAGONS 


I DOUBT 


4, 
a MARII-SAN 


THAT'S 


SCORE MANY POINTS DID IT ON THE RIGHT 
ANYWAY, SO KNOWING PURPOSE TIME IT 

WHEN TO START A COULOVE 
CROWD WAVE CAN BE || “OU SAIC BEEN 


PRETTY DIFFICULT BEFORE! OREAT! 


ALRIGHT 
IF I SAY 
SOMETHING? 


THE 
NEIGHBOUR- 
HOO? 
ASSOCIATION 
CHIEF? 


A LITTLE 
oe — WHILE BACK, 
pie MARII-SAN 
| YOURSELVES HELPED US 
| 4 ROUND OF OUT AT 
APPLAUSE! THE TOWN 


» FESTIVAL... 


EVEN SAID 
TO START 
CLAPPING 


SHE RUINED \ ¢ 
THE MOMENT 


THE LOCAL 


YOU SHOULD 
BE GRATEFUL 
YOU'RE MAKING 
HER LAUGH 
AT ALL 


BEING OFF A 
LITTLE BIT? 


CAN I SAY 
SOMETHING? 


WHY IS SHE 
LAUGHING 
AT THAT?! 


oy BUT IT'S 


DURING HIS ' 


wa UTLE BIT" 
TRANS - " WHAT YOU'RE 


FORMATION | ‘6 \ DOING IS LIKE 
SCENE! “fl rf 


THIS IS WHAT 
WE MEAN WHEN 
WE SAY YOUR 
TIMING IS BAD 


AND TRAIN / peace 
HER INTO BEING li ASA rehanrn 
THE PROPER 
RHYTHM OF 
THINGS 


\ THIS ISN'T 
GOING TO 
BE PRETTY 


YOU'RE 
SUPPOSED TO 
FOLO THE MOCHI 
WHEN I LIFT UP 
THE HAMMER, 
NOT PUT YOUR 
HANO ON TOP 


I-I'M NOT 
DOING 
IT ON 

PURPOSE! 


HOW THE HELL 
CAN HER TIMING 
BE SO BAD 
IN EVERY 
RESPECT? 
IT’S 50 
WEIRO! 


MAYBE SHE 
NEVER HAD A 
SENSE OF 
RHYTHM TO 
BEGIN WITH 


WE ALREADY 
KNOW THAT 
MARII-SAN IS 
TONE-DEAF 


USE THIS, 
IT SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO GIVE 
YOU A SENSE 
OF RHYTHM 


COOL! 


A SENSE OF 
RHYTHM... 


IN FACT, 


JUST LIKE Se, 
SHE'S NOT EE 

PEREON! LAUGHING SHE'S NOT 

; LAUGHING 

AT WEIRD 

TIMES ANY 


BREAK HER 
HYPNOTISM... 


I'VE FOUND 
OUT THE | 
REASON f 


WE'VE ALL 
BEEN SO 
WORRIED, 

MARII-SAN 


ARRHYTHMIA 
WASN'T THE 
CAUSE AFTER 


MY HEART 
ISN‘T IN TIME 
AT ALL! 
JUST LOOK 
AT HOW 
INSANE MY 
BCG SCAN 
WAS! 


RELIEVED 
I MANAGED 
TO FIND 
OUT THE 
REASON! 


WE'RE LUCKY 
MANAGED TO THAT IT WASN'T 
STABILISE TOO SERIOUS 


TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 


THE RUINER 

TITLE GRE COAINASHIYAD MEANING "ONE WHO CAUSES OR DEALS WITH FAILURE ANO RUIN" IS A 

REFERENCE TO A RAKUGO STORY CALLED (iS E COAISHOYA - SCRIBED, A STORY IN WHICH A SCRIGE WORKING 
IN A PUBLIC ARCHIVE IS VISITED BY A MAN WHO WISHES TO DETAIL HIS OWN PERSONAL HISTORY. THE MAN GOES 
ON ANO ON AT GREAT LENGTH ABOUT HIS OWN HISTORY, INCLUDING INCREDIBLY PRIVATE ANO EMBARRASSING 
SITUATIONS, WHICH BECOME INCREASINGLY INCOHERENT OVER TIME. 

CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED 7TH OCTOBER 2011 


PAGE 1: 

“THE BEST SANMA MUST COME FROM MEGURO!” 

REFERENCE TO RAKUGO STORY CALLEO MEGURO NO SANMA CA SANMA FROM MEGUROD IN WHICH A FEUIOAL 
LORO EATS A DELICIOUS SANMA CPACIFIC SAURY) WHILST OUT TRAVELLING IN MEGURO, AN AREA OF TOKYO. 
WHEN HE GOES BACK TO HIS HOME IN E00, HE ASKS ONCE AGAIN TO BE SERVED SANMA, ONLY TO DISCOVER 
THAT THE SANMA HE IS BROUGHT IS TASTELESS ANO LINPLEASANT. 

HE OPINES THAT THE BEST SANMA MUST ONLY COME FROM MEGURO. 


THE AUDIENCE ON THIS PAGE ARE CHARACTERS FROM SAZAE-SAN 


PAGE 2: 

“JUGEMU JUGEMU GOKOU-NO SURIKIRE KAIJARISUIGYO-NO, SUIGYO MATSU LINRAI MATSU 
FUURAI MATSU...” 

REFERENCE TO RAKUGO STORY “JUGEMU”. A FATHER CANNOT DECIDE ON A NAME FOR HIS NEWBORN SON, 
ANO SO HE VISITS A TEMPLE PRIEST ANO ASKS HIM FOR A MIGHTY ANO AUSPICIOUS NAME. THE PRIEST OFFERS A 
GOOD DEAL OF NAMES, BLIT THE FATHER CANNOT DECIDE ON ONE ANO ENOS UP USING THEM ALL, GIVING HIS 
SON THE RIDICULOUS NAME: 


"JUGEMU JUGEMU GOKOU-NO SURIKIRE KAIJARISUIGYO-NO SUIGYOUMATSU UNRAIMATSU FUURAIMATSU KUUNERU 
TOKORO-NI SUMUTOKORO YABURAKOUJI-NO BURAKOUNI PAIPOPAIPO PAIPO-NO-SHUURINGAN SHUURINGAN-NO 
GUURINOAI GUURINOAI-NO PONPOKOPI-NO PONPOKONA-NO CHOUKYUUMEI-NO CHOUSUKE" 


WHICH YOU MIGHT ALSO RECOGNISE AS THE OPENING LYRICS TO JOSHIRAKU'S ENDING THEME. 

DURING PERFORMANCES, THE COMEDY OF THE STORY COMES FROM FREQUENT RECITALS OF THE FULL NAME 
THAT GET FASTER ANO FASTER ANO MORE EXASPERATED AS THE STORY GOES ON. IT IS PERHAPS THE MOST 
FAMOUS RAKUGO STORY, AND IS OFTEN USEO AS A TRAINING PIECE FOR YOUNG RAKUGO PERFORMERS. 


SINCE THIS IS A NAME, I DECIDED TO LEAVE IT AS IT 15, HOWEVER THE INOIVIOUAL PARTS OF THE NAME AS 
INCLUDED IN THIS CHAPTER CAN BE TRANSLATED AS: 

"JUGEMU JUGEMU" CBRE, SIRS) “SE” MEANS LONG LIFE, “BR” MEANS LIMIT ANO “#8” MEANS NONE, OR 
LACK. SO JUGEMU CAN BE TRANSLATED AS A LIFE WITHOUT LIMITS, OR A LONG, PROSEPEROUS LIFE. 


"60 KO NO SURIKIRE" CAFO IS A REFERENCE TO AN ANCIENT JAPANESE MYTH. SUPPOSEDLY A 
HEAVENLY MAIDEN VISITS EARTH ONCE EVERY 3,000 YEARS, ANO WHILE DOING SO, LEAVES TINY MARKS ON THE 
ROCK SHE APPEARS ON. THE STORY TELLS THAT IT WILL TAKE H BILLION YEARS TO FINALLY ERODE THROUGH THE 
ROCK. THE PHRASE LITERALLY MEANS, "RUBBING THROUGH THE ROCK 9 TIMES", SO 20 BILLION YEARS TOTAL OF 
LONG LIFE. 


"KAIVARISUIGYO-NO" CHE) FUZKEOD “EHF” MEANS GRAINS OF SANO IN THE OCEAN, ANO “7KfR" MEANS 
FISH IN THE SEA, THE TOTAL NUMBER OF WHICH IS THE AMOUNT OF LUCK THE NEWBORN CHILO WILL HAVE. 


"SUIGYOU MATSU, UNRAI MATSU, FUURAI MATSU C2K{TAR ERA BRAD MEANS THE PLACE WHERE 
WATER C7K) GOES, ANO THE PLACE WHERE CLOUDS CZ) AND WINO Cisl) COME FROM. 

MEANING THAT WHEREVER THE CHILO GOES HE WILL BE BLESSED WITH ENOLESS GOOD LUCK 

ANO GOOD WILL, AS WATER, CLOU0S ANO WIND NEVER ENO. 


PAGE 3: 

“SOMETIMES LIFE IS STORMY” 

REFERENCE TO A BIROMAN COMPETITION IN JAPAN, WHERE ONE CONTESTANT HIT MAJOR TROUBLE IN THE AIR, BUT 
MANAGED TO GET IT UNDER CONTROL. HE MADE THE COMMENT THAT, LIKE THE AIR, SOMETIMES LIFE IS FREE OF 
TROUBLE, ANDO SOMETIMES IT’S TURBULENT. 

IT COULO ALSO BE A REFERENCE TO KUMETA OVERCOMING A BOUT OF HAND, FOOT ANO MOUTH DISEASE, 

WHICH STOPPED HIM FROM HITTING HIS DEADLINES FOR SAYONARA ZETSUBOU SENSEI FOR A FEW WEEKS WHICH 
OCCURRED ABOUT THIS TIME. 


PAGE 9: 
BASEBALL TICKET: 
"WILD TIGERS" IS A REFERENCE TO TIGER AND BUNNY, THE MC’S HERO FORM IS CALLEO WILO TIGER 


ORUG ONS: 
REFERENCE TO THE CHUNICHI DRAGONS, WHILE ALSO BEING A OIG AT TEAMS THAT ARE SPONSORED BY 
PHARMACELITICAL COMPANIES. 


“WELL IT’S NOT LIKE THE CHUNICHI ORAGONS SCORE MANY POINTS ANYWAY...” 
THE CHUNICHI ORAGONS ARE A PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL TEAM BASED IN NAGOYA 


PAGE @: 

“THE NEIGHBOURHOOD ASSOCIATION CHIEF?” 

IN JAPAN, THE NEIGHBOURHOOD ASSOCIATION CKNOWN AS THE CHOUNAIKAID ORGANIZES FESTIVALS ANO CHARITY 
EVENTS TO HELP THE CITIZENS OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD AS WELL AS PLACES SUCH AS VETERINARY CLINICS ANO 
HOMES FOR THE ELDERLY. 


“GOOD WORK EVERYONE! GIVE YOURSELVES A ROUNO OF APPLAUSE!” 

TEVIME IS A CEREMONIAL STYLE OF CLAPPING USED APTER AN EVENT TO BRING IT TO A CLOSE, IN THIS CASE IT 
WAS IPPON-JIME C—ZKi#50)D, WHICH IS 3 SETS OF 3 CLAPS FOLLOWED BY ONE LAST CLAP. 

IT’S SOMEWHAT SIMILAR TO SAYING “HIP HIP HOORAY!” IN THE WEST APTER AN EVENT. 


PAGE 7: 

“HIS HAKAMA HAS STRIPES!!” 

REFERENCE TO ITOSHIKI NOZOMU, OF SAYONARA ZETSUBOU SENSE! 

HAKAMA ARE A TYPE OF TRADITIONAL JAPANESE CLOTHING. THEY ARE LONG, FLOWING TROUSERS USUALLY MADE 
OF SILK ANO WORN WITH A KIMONO. 


PAGE 8: 

“ANO TRAIN HER INTO BEING A PERFECTLY PROPER PERSON WITH PERFECTLY PROPER 
TIMING!” 

THERE'S A WOROPLAY PUN HERE INVOLVING THE WORD A fi] CMANINGEND, MEANING AN HONEST ANO 
RESPECTABLE PERSON, BUT THE SPELLING HERE IS fa} fel CSTILL PRONOUNCED MANINGEND, THE KANUI "fz" 
MEANS GAP, INTERVAL OR TIMING, CHANGING THE MEANING TO "A PERSON OF GOOD TIMING" 
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ml | 
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WE NEED 
TO DO 
SOMETHING 


PROBABLY \ ( | WELL 
WHY IS THERE L 

607 LOST HT A DOG IN OUIR || THAT 

WANDERED DRESSING MUCH IS 


-\ IN HERE BYI| ROOM IN THE OBVIOUS 


) ACCIDENT |] FIRST PLACE? 


4 wHAt’s / 
with fy 


THIS IS 
PROOF 
THAT YOU 
HAVEN'T BEEN 
STUDYING 


DARE YOU 
SUGGEST 
DOING 
SOMETHING 


I TO A WHITE 


WHY? 
IS THERE 
SOME KIND 


WHITE 
DOGS AND 
RAKUGO OR 
SOMETHING? 


THAT STORY 
SAYS THAT 
WHITE 0065 
WILL BE 
REBORN 


\ AS HUMANS 
IN THEIR 
NEXT LIFE 


AH, I 
REMEMBER 
THAT STORY 


@ IF THAT 
H DOG WERE 


THEM TALKING 
TO BE IN TV THAT A WHITE 
REBORN AS COMMERCIALS 
ALL THE REBORN AS A 


HUMAN IN ITS 
\ JX. NEXT LIFE! 


THE 006'S 
GONNA 
TURN INTO 
THAT?! 
THAT'S 
ONE FINE 
LOOKING 
MAN! 


SINCE IT'D 
BE HIS FIRST 
TIME BEING 
REINCARNATED 
AS A HUMAN, 
I DON'T THINK 


HE’0 HAVE 
10 BE 
REINCARNATEO 
AT LEAST 
3 TIMES 


WELL THEN... 
I GUESS WE'D 
BETTER START 
TREATING HIM / 
WITH THE 
RESPECT HE 
DESERVES 


REINCARNATED, 

THE HIGHER THE 

HEAVENLY STAGE 
AND RANK IT 
ASCENDS TO 


I HAVE 
NO IDEA 
WHAT THE 
HELL YOU'RE 
ARGUING 
ABOUT 


ONCE 
OR ONE 
HUNDRED 

TIMES, 
ONE OF 
THE TWO 


YOUR AGE 
ON EARTH 
HAS NOTHING 
TO DO WITH IT 


SO THAT'S 
THE WAY IT 
WORKS HUH, 
DOES THAT MEAN 
THAT NEETS 
HAVE ONLY BEEN 


REINCARNATED 


Kobayashi 
Sachiko 


\ itajima 
Eye 

NE 

loth Hh 


eincarnation 


NO, 

EVEN IF IT'S 
HIS FIRST TIME 
REINCARNATING, 

IF HE PUTS IN 
ENOUGH EFFORT 
HE SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO REACH 
THAT SORT 
OF LEVEL 


PUT IT THIS WAY, 
IF WE WERE 
TO HAVE A 

FIRST-TIME HUMAN 
REINCARNATION AS 

PRIME MINISTER, 

THEN IT'D BE 
REALLY REALLY 
BAD FOR JAPAN, 
WE'D BE RUINED 


CAN YOU 
TELL HOW 
MANY TIMES 


KATO-KUN 
IS THE 
SUPERIOR?! 
HE'S ONLY I1/ 
UCHIOA’S 74! 


INSTEAD OF 
SHOWING THE 
AMOUNT OF 
TIMES SOMEONE 
HAS PERFORMED 
BEFORE ON THE 
KOHAKU SINGING 
CONTEST, 
THEY SHOULD 
DISPLAY HOW 
MANY TIMES 
THEY'VE BEEN 
Sao 


WHAT THE 
Ueista au HELL ARE 


OF BEING ’ YOU |D|OTS 
A HUMAN!! : SAYING!Z 


THENIN \ IF YOU 
YOUR NEXT DON’T BEHAVE 


PROPERLY 
IN THE WORLD 
AS A HUMAN 

NOW... 


SOMEONE 


MUST HAVE THEN GO 
TAKEN GREAT IN YOUR AND LOOK 


PREVIOUS AFTER 


S 
LIFE, THE DOG, 
WHEN You AND START 
WERE PILING UP 
A DOG L THOSE GOOD 


I THOUGHT 
YOU MIGHT 

1 SAY THAT SO 

Me TAKE THIS... 


genious?! 
Rieleces , || THAT THING 


MODERN 11 your Doc?! 
\ TECHNOLOGY JEN 


[i 
IS AMAZING! |. a 
AOS 


AND THIS 
THING THERE'S 
MANAGED A 00G 
7O WIN /T?! pr NOBEL 
THEN /T PRIZE?! 
MUST BE 
GOOYW! 


WHAT DOES THIS SOUNDS 
IT SAY IF THE LIKE AN 
DOG GETS INFOMERCIAL 


AHHH! 
AMAZING: 


B-BUT 
T HAVE NO 
IDEA WHAT A 
DOG WANTS 


| OR WHAT IT'S 


FEELING... 


THAT'S THE 
DEVICE THAT 
LETS YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT YOUR 
DOG IS SAYING, 
ISN'T IT? 


WON THE 
/G NOBEL 
PRIZE 
YEARS AGO, 
THOUGH 


MED. TO JUST 50 


UNITS WORLDWID E THAT COME 
wi 


ITH SPECIALLY DESIGNED 
IND INDIVIDUALLY 
NUMBERED CASES! 


IT'S LIKE WE'RE | 
FORCING 
THE 006 TO 
SPEAK IN OUR | 
LANGUAGE / 


THEN WE 


ISNT THIS 
A LITTLE 
EGOTISTICAL 
OF US? 


HMM, MAYBE 


W YOU'RE RIGHT... 


WHAT IF THE 
DOG DOESN'T 
WANT TO 
TALK TO US 
USING HUMAN 
WORDS? 


INSTEAD OF 
ALLOWING ; 
HUMANS TO ITV'S A 
UNOERSTANO REVERSE 
noone SOW 
i 
0065 10 LINGUAL! 
UNOERSTANOD 


THEY'VE | 
MARII-SAN, ONLY 


TRY SAYING |} JUST 


STARTED } 
SOMETHING SELLING 


THEM! 


YOU SAID 
SOMETHING 
NASTY TO 
HIM IN DOG 
LANGUAGE? 


I GUESS 
IT’S STILL IN 
DEVELOPMENT 


IT PROBABLY 
JUST NEEDS 
SOME 
FINE-TUNING! 


MAYBE 
IT'LL GET 
IT RIGHT 

THIS TIME! 


EH? 
WH-WHAT'S 
WRONG? 


PERHAPS 
IT DIDN'T 
R TRANSLATE 


I OON’T 
WANT THIS 
USELESS 
PIECE OF 

CRAP HUNG 

AROUND 


TRY SAYING 
SOMETHING 


NOW HE 
1 LOOKS 
EVEN 
MORE 
SCARED! 


| WAIT A MINUTE, 
SINCE IT'S 
A REVERSE 
BOW-LINGLAL, 


KICK YOUR 


SAY ‘a 
EVEN MORE tod 
HORRIBLE 
THINGS! 


MORE! 


I’M 
GOING TO 
PUNCH 


SHE SAID SHE 
WAS GOING 
TO ABANDON 
AND HIT AND 
KILL THAT 
POOR DOG! 


WHAT THE 
THIS 


HAPPENING? 


THE POLICE 
0067 


I KINDA 
FEEL BAD 
FOR HER 


Fn as 


» WV 


TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 
ONCE A006, ALWAYS A 006 


THE TITLE 77K CMOTOMOTO INUD IS A REFERENCE TO A RAKUGO STORY CALLED 

FER - MOTO INU CONCE A OOG/THE 006 THAT WISHED TO BE HUMAN) 

IN THE STORY, THERE IS A PURE WHITE DOG CALLED SHIRO THAT LIVES AMONGST HUMANS AT AN OLO SHRINE 
CALLED ASAKUSA KURAMAE HACHIMAN JINJA. AT THE SHRINE HE IS WELL LOVED ANO ADORED BY THE PEOPLE 
THAT COME TO VISIT, ANO ONE OAY AN OLO MAN TELLS SHIRO THAT SINCE HE IS SUCH A WONDERFUL 006, THAT 
HE WILL SURELY BE REINCARNATED AS A HUMAN IN HIS NEXT LIFE. SHIRO ABSOLUTELY LOVES THAT HE MIGHT 
BECOME A HUMAN, ANO SO HE WISHES ANO PRAYS TO THE GOD OF THE SHRINE, HACHIMAN, ANO ASKS IF HE 
COULD BECOME A HUMAN IN THIS LIFE, NOT THE NEXT. HACHIMAN LISTENS ANO CASTS OFF SHIRO’S FUR, ANO 
TURNS HIM INTO A HUMAN BEING. THOUGH LOOKING LIKE A HUMAN, SHIRO STILL HAS THE MENTALITY OF A 006, 
AND MANAGES TO CAUSE HUGE AMOUNTS OF TROUBLE AT THE SHRINE, WHERE HE IS EVENTUALLY EMPLOYED BY 
THE MAIN PRIEST. 

CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED STH NOVEMBER 2011 


PAGE 3: 

“I MEAN, YOU ALREAOY SEE THEM TALKING IN COMMERCIALS ALL THE TIME!” 

REFERENCE TO A SERIES OF SOFTBANK COMMERCIALS IN JAPAN THAT FEATURE A TALKING WHITE 006 CALLED 
OTOSAN 


PAGE U;: 
THIS IS KITAOUJI KINYA, A FAMOUS JAPANESE ACTOR, ANO VOICE OF OTOSAN THE 00G AS MENTIONED ABOVE. 
THOUGH, IT APPEARS TO BE HIM WHEN HE WAS YOUNGER, AS KINYA IS PRETTY OLO THESE DAYS. 


SOULS ON STAIRCASE CLEFT TO RIGHT): 

ITOSHIKI NOZOMU (S25) 

MEIKO "MENMA" HONMA CANOHANA: THE FLOWER WE SAW THAT DAY) 
ASUNA KAGURAZAKA CNEGIMA!) 

SON GOKU CORAGONBALLD 


PAGE 95: 

“PUT IT THIS WAY, IF WE WERE TO HAVE A FIRST-TIME HUMAN REINCARNATION AS PRIME 
MINISTER, THEN IT’O BE REALLY REALLY BAD FOR JAPAN” 

SLIGHT 016 AGAINST THEN PRIME MINISTER YOSHIHIKO NODA, WHO WAS SEEN AS AN INCOMPETENT ROOKIE THAT 
LEO HIS OWN PARTY TO A CRUSHING DEFEAT AGAINST SHINZO ABE, THE CURRENT PM OF JAPAN CAS OF 2016) 


“OOES THAT MEAN THAT NEETS HAVE ONLY BEEN REINCARNATEO ONCE AS A HUMAN?” 
NEET MEANS "NOT IN EOUCATION, EMPLOYMENT OR TRAINING" 


SEISHIRO KATO: 

A POPULAR CHILO ACTOR C11 AT THE TIME OF PUBLISHING) WHO STARRED AS A CAR SALESMAN IN COMMERCIALS 
FOR TOYOTA CARS. THE COMMERCIALS PROVED POPULAR, ANO HE NOW WORKS IN VARIOUS ROLES IN 
TELEVISION. 


YUYA UCHIDA: 
A VERY POPULAR JAPANESE ROCK MUSICIAN ANO ACTOR, PROBABLY MOST WELL-KNOWN IN THE WEST FOR 
TOURING WITH THE BEATLES IN 19GG AND STARRING IN THE 1989 FILM "BLACK RAIN" DIRECTED BY RIDLEY SCOTT. 


PAGE 5 CONT. 

“INSTEAD OF SHOWING THE AMOUNT OF TIMES THEY'VE PERFORMED BEFORE ON 
KOHAKU, THEY SHOULD DISPLAY HOW MANY TIMES THEY'VE BEEN REINCARNATED” 
REFERENCE TO VERY FAMOUS JAPANESE TV SHOW KOHAKU LITA GASSEN, USUALLY SHORTENED TO KOHAKU, 
ALONG RUNNING SINGING COMPETITION THAT RUNS EVERY NEW YEAR'S EVE, AN HAS QONE SO SINCE 1993. 
"KOHAKU LITA GASSEN" LITERALLY MEANS "REO ANO WHITE SONG BATTLE", THE PROGRAM DIVIDES THE MOST 
POPULAR MUSIC ARTISTS OF THE YEAR INTO COMPETING TEAMS OF REO ANO WHITE. THE "REO" TEAM OR AKAGUMI 
CARED IS COMPOSED OF ALL FEMALE ARTISTS COR GROUPS WITH FEMALE VOCALS), WHILE THE "WHITE" TEAM 
OR SHIROGUMI CFI#E) 1S ALL MALE COR GROUPS WITH MALE VOCALS). 

THE HONOUR OF PERFORMING ON KOHAKU IS STRICTLY BY INVITATION, SO ONLY THE MOST SUCCESSFUL SINGING 
ACTS IN THE JAPANESE ENTERTAINMENT INOUSTRY CAN PERFORM. EVEN TODAY, A PERFORMANCE ON KOHAKU IS 
SAIO 10 BE A BIG HIGHLIGHT IN A SINGER'S CAREER BECALISE OF THE SHOW'S WIDE REACH, ANO THE NUMBER OF 
APPEARANCES AN INJIVIOUAL HAS IS SEEN AS A MARK OF PRESTIGE. 

KITAUIMA IS CURRENTLY THE PERFORMER WITH THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF APPEARANCES. 


AKIKO WADA, A SINGER ANO TELEVISION PERFORMER, HAS APPEARED ON KOHAKU 39 TIMES 
KITAJIMA SABURO, A POPULAR SINGER ANO ENTERTAINER, HAS APPEAREO ON KOHAKU 50 TIMES 
KOBAYASHI SACHIKO, A SINGER ANO VOICE ACTRESS, HAS APPEARED ON KOHAKU 33 TIMES 


PAGE 7: 

“THE BOWLINGUAL!” 

SURPRISINGLY ENOUGH THE BOWLINGUAL IS A REAL THING, A COMPUTER-BASED AUTOMATIC DOG-TO-HUMAN 
LANGUAGE TRANSLATION DEVICE, THOUGH THE SPELLING USED HERE IS DIFFERENT FROM THE ORIGINAL SPELLING, 
DPI'YYAIV CBUAURINGARUD VS /\7U 75) CBAURINGARUD 

LAUNCHEO IN 2002 IN JAPAN ANDO 2003 IN AMERICA, IT ANALYZES THE BARKS OF 0065, ANO PULLS UP A 
PRE-RECOROEO PHRASE THAT CORRESPONDS TO THE TONE ANO LENGTH OF BARK. THOUGH CONSIDERABLE 
RESEARCH HAS BEEN POURED INTO THE DEVICE, IT STILL INSISTS THAT IT IS FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY, 
ANDO IS NOT AN ACCURATE REPRESENTATION OF WHAT YOUR 006 MIGHT ACTUALLY BE TRYING TO COMMUNICATE. 


“IT WON THE IG NOBLE PRIZE YEARS AGO” 

THE 16 NOBEL PRIZE IS A PAROOY OF THE NOBEL PRIZE ANO IS GIVEN OUT IN EARLY OCTOBER EACH YEAR FOR 
TEN UNUSUAL OR TRIVIAL ACHIEVEMENTS IN SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH. 

IN 2002, THE 16 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WAS PRESENTED TO KEITA SATO, PRESIDENT OF TAKARA CO., 

OR. MATSUMI SUZUKI, PRESIDENT OF JAPAN ACOUSTIC LAB, AND OR. NORIO KOGURE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
KOGURE VETERINARY HOSPITAL, FOR PROMOTING PEACE ANO HARMONY BETWEEN THE SPECIES BY INVENTING 
THE BOW-LINGUAL. 


POSTER: ME BAT YOU WHOLE 
A REFERENCE TO THE SHIN MEGAMI TENSE! GAMES. 


=But-I now 
find myself. \ 
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this\place 


I it | 
WORRY, : | |_I_las for why 
re NORMAL | | | | these humans 
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y YEAR | | LL me here! 
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Time 


Chapter 29 
Hunting 
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What are they 
planning, 


nD 


MINL |) | Y 

ny / \ 
T wonder? "lll side thi 
ea g e i ® : a ene 


understand 
humans at all 


MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!) 


Theyre 
hunters! 


OvOe Ne 


: 7 
salad ead 


Those 
devilish, 
despicable 


They tied to 
but now they 
want me to 


. YM), | 


I'M 
TURNING 
OFF THE 
LIGHTS! 


Tl have 


no other 
option lignt the 
but to forest 
reveal my on fire. 


location 


that far to 
we catch me? 
%\ Those Lousy 


by a swift 
night breeze. 


become 


useless in 
with knives the dark! 


instead! 
\ 


Be 

Ll never == 
let them = 
kil mall S 


NO! 
YOU CAN’T 
ONE CAKE 
TO 0065! 


JUST THIS COME ON! 
TINY LITTLE JUST A 


PIECE FROM 
THE TOP OF cats LITTLE BIT! 


THE CAKE! | 


MARII-SAN, NO!! 
CHOCOLATE IS 
REALLY BAD FOR 
0065, YOU CAN’T 
ONE HIM THAT! 


»\  GOME OF THE 
YOU SHOULD INGREDIENTS 


NEVER EVER |" _\ INSIDE 
GIVEA 0061 77 ‘i CHOCOLATE 
CHOCOLATE, ARE LIKE 
ever! P\IA\| POISON 
a a 10 0065! 


Just 
then, 
did they 
try to 
poison 


T cant 
believe itl 
But as 
long as it 
Stays dark, 
theyll never 
be able to 
find me! 


They've 
still trying 
to get me 

to come ; 

back to 
them? 


HEEEY! 


a 7 Crap Crap Crapll 
~ = — T'l be found! 


= All of these 


used them to tether jue 
dogs to the trees, 1 on 
to stop them trom => i 
escaping. 


G nothing left 
Z 


WHO HUNG 
GLASSES 
. ALL OVER 
| MY TREE!? 


AND WELL... 


IT'S NOT LIKE I 
YOU HAVE ANY || WANTED TO 
DISTINGUISHING |] BE ABLE TO 
feATunes TELL WHOSE 
GLasses anv || REE WAS 


WHOSE 


THAT STUPID 
HELMET HEAD 


ANO RUN 
AWAY 
FROM 
Mel! 


HUH? 
OH, IT’S 
JUST THE 
006 


hunting 
something 
else? 


ibd) \\ . ; e a - 


. ee 


DEFINITELY 
ONLY HUMAN 


~I was on 


the side of 
the hunters 


mistaken, 
-T was never 


WELL... 


USUALLY | 


GAME ONCE 
YOLI'VE 
W \ CAUGHT IT? 


A TOURIST mae | 
ATTRACTION?! SiN agenda 
wit Varal 


THAT WAS A 
BLAST, WE 
1 SHOULD DO 
\ THIS EVERY 

A YEAR! 


YOU HANG IT OVER 
A FIREPLACE AS 
A DECORATION, 

LIKE THIS... 


TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 
HUNTING TIME 


THE TITLE 3747554 CKARU NARA IMAD IS A REFERENCE TO RAKUGO STORY 5EWa754 CSHINU NARA IMAD. 
IN THE STORY, A MISERLY ANO GREEOY OLO MAN BEGINS TO WORRY ABOUT HIS IMPENDING DEATH, ANO 
CONSCIOUS OF THE FACT THAT HE WILL BE GOING TO HELL, ASKS HIS SON TO PLACE 6 GOLD COINS IN HIS 
COFFIN WHEN HE OIES, AS A FEE TO THE FERRYMAN TO LET HIM CROSS OVER THE SANZU RIVER, WHICH IS 
JAPAN'S VERSION OF THE RIVER STYX. 

ON THE OAY OF THE FUNERAL, HIS SON PLACES THE G COINS INTO HIS FATHER’S COFFIN AS REQUESTED, BUT 
ANOTHER RELATIVE CONVINCES HIM THAT THIS IS A WASTE OF MONEY, ANDO URGES HIM TO REPLACE THE COINS 
WITH FAKE COINS. 

WHEN THE FATHER REACHES HELL HE IS UNAWARE OF THE COIN SWITCH ANO MUST FACE YAMA, THE KING OF 
HELL'S HARSH JUDGMENT. 

CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED OTH DECEMBER ZOiI 


PAGE 1: 

“IT AM A 006. AS YET I HAVE NO NAME CPROBABLYD.” 

THIS IS A REFERENCE TO NATSUME SOSEKI‘S BOOK "I AMA CAT", A VERY FAMOUS PIECE OF JAPANESE 
LITERATURE FEATURING A STORY ABOUT A FELINE NARRATOR DESCRIBING THE LIVES OF AN ASSORTMENT OF 
MIDOLE-CLASS JAPANESE PEOPLE. IN THE BOOK, THE CAT SPEAKS IN A RATHER HIGH-REGISTER MANNER, LIKE A 
NOBLEMAN OR KING, WHEREAS THE 006 IN THIS STORY SPEAKS MUCH MORE HUMBLY. 


PAGE 12: 

WELCOME TO NARA! 

“WHAT AM I, A TOURIST ATTRACTION?!” 

NARA IS LOCATEO IN THE KANGAI AREA OF JAPAN, ANO IS WORLO FAMOUS FOR ITS DEER PARK, ANO THE 
TAME DEER THAT INHABIT THE CITY. 
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i) HIRAK U 


THERE'S 
NOTHING \ 
WE CAN DO! 


I THINK WE'VE 
ALREADY TRIED 


STYLE OF 
MOCHI THAT 
THERE IG... 


] CAN'T EAT 
ANY MORE 
MOCHI!! 


PLAIN IS SO 
BORING! 


EVEN IF IT WAS 
JUST PLAIN RICE, 
AT LEAST WE'D 
HAVE HAD MORE 
COOKING OPTIONS 


moucut WHY THE 
IT WAS A Xi HELL O10 


GOOD REA. YOU 00 


) SOMETHING 
SO WEIRO?! 


WHY CAN'T 
PEOPLE JUST 
CUT OUT THE 

STUPID GIMMICKS 


IT ANNOYS 


THE HELL AND TRICKS 
OUT OF ME! AND JUST 
EAT STUFF 

AS IT IS? 


.C 


YOU KNOW, 
THERE ARE PEOPLE 
OUT THERE WHO 
TAKE PERFECTLY 
GOOD PUDDINGS 
AND POUR SOY 
SAUCE ALL OVER 
THEM AND SAY IT 
TASTES LIKE 
SEA URCHIN! 


THERE'S 


BAT 


ABSOLUTELY rr 
NO REASON WS ely Riese 
TO TURN IT INTO | =e | 


SEA URCHIN!! PUOOING! 


SO WHAT 
WOULD BE 
THE POINT 
IN TURNING 
IT INTO 
AN ANIME?! 


I DIDN'T! 


IN 
THE FUTURE 
WHEN you | 
GET MARRIED, 
WHAT ABOUT | 
IF AT THE 
RECEPTION... 


THIS ISA 
DIALOGUE- 
HEAVY 
MANGA WITH 
PRETTY MUCH 
NOTHING TO 

ANIMATE! 


WHY 
WOULD YOU 
SAY THAT, 
\ GAN-CHAN?! 


No! 

I JUST WANT 
TO EAT MELON 
AS MELON! 
I DON'T WANT 
ANY HAM 


THAT'S SO 
HORRIBLE! 


WE GET 
AN ANIME, 
I WISH THAT 
GAN-CHAN 
NEVER EVER 
\ GETS 
ANIMATED!! 


EVERY SINGLE 
DISH WAS JUST 
MELON WITH 
A SLICE OF 
HAM ON TOP?! 


THEN THINK 
ABOUT THIS, 
WHAT IF FROM 
NOW ON, 
EVERY SINGLE 
PIECE OF FRUIT 
YOU WANTED 
TO EAT 


HATE THAT, 


WELL THEN, 
NOW YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT I’M 
SAYING 


I WANT 
TO EAT MY 
BANANAS, 
ORANGES, 

GRAPES ANO 

WATERMELONS 

AS THEY ARE!! 


GAN-CHAN 
IS RIGHT! 


I THINK YOU 
GOT TRICKED, 
KIGU-CHAN 


ANYWAY, 


ADDITIONAL EXTRAS VieAdM WHAT T'M TRYING TO 
AND GIMMICKS a DON'T NEED TO ADD 
ARE ALL THE RAGE ee USELESS STUFF OR 
THESE DAYS, } MAKE WEIRD CHANGES 
IT SEEMS TO EVERY LITTLE THING! 


MORE LIKE ANO WHAT’S WITH 
“se Ha D\\\\ Sens hiere 
YOU RECOIL Ne THEN AO? ERT 
IN TERROR . Ly Aah: 
RANKING" "AQDED INGREDIENT 
IF YOU ASK ME ASR RANKING"? 


AND IT'S 
THE SAME 
FOR MUSIC, 


IF YOU'RE 
IN JAPAN 
ANO SING 


If OOESN'T 

i \ | MATTER WHERE 

Pea. Be YOU'RE FROM, 
: NG DON'T ADO ANY 

WEIRO STUFF 

10 Il! 


a 


RIGHT! 
DAMN THIS 
SPECOY 


WHAT WILL 
WE DO IF 
SOMEONE 

HEARS THIS 

AND THE ANIME 
VERSION GETS 

CANCELLED!?7 


YEAH, 
HE'S 
DEFINITELY 
GOT A LITILE 
ADOEO EXTRA 
UP THERE 


THAT IS 


HE SHOULD 


MORE 

TAKE If OFF AUN HEE 
ANO APPEAR ALITTLE 
AS HE IS! "A00E0 
EXTRA" 


I'VE HAD 
ENOUGH! 
L— agen CHANGE THE 
CHANNEL! 


YOU'RE RIGHT, 
WHENEVER THEY TRY AND TURN 
A DRAMA INTO, "DRAMA: THE MOVIE” 
THEY ALWAYS END UP STRETCHING OUT 
THE PLOT SO THIN TRYING TO KEEP IT 
GOING, AND IT JUST KILLS ALL THE 
CHARACTER AND Seis OF THE SHOW 


WHAT'S 
THE 
POINT IN 
MAKING 


50 YOU LEAVE IT 
ead pag ORIGINALLY, ALONE, 
nea THAT( “WAT WER Was ceseo JUST WATCH 

y THE ORAMA 
AS A ORAMA!! 


ARGH! 


LONG AS 
IT'S GOOD, IT DOESN'T 
THEN IT'S MAKE SENSE 


ANYMORE 


YES, EVEN 
fel «= WITH ANIME 
ADAPTATIONS, 


SHOULDN'T 


AS LONG AS 
Cpeeseee /T'S GOOD THEN 
ON THEM EVERYTHING 


WILL BE FINE 


HE'S 
A006, 

NOT A 
PERSON, 


WHY THE 


LI! ano eves |] i \wwree A LOT OF 

| WEARING FREEZING TO | Aca PEOPLE SAY 

Fay CLOTHES THEN || peat IS THE THAT, BUT, 
AT LEAST HE || NUMBER ONE I DOGS GET 


COLD TOO, 


2 

S really care = 
Ai I'm raked 
Y or not A 


I THINK HE WAS 
MORE MAD AT 


THE "NUDOG" PUN | # 
THAN BEING 
STRIPPED NAKED 


IN THAT CASE SHE 
SHOULD PROBABLY 


TAKE HER GLASSES |I | 
OFF TOO 


SHOULO BE 

USED ASA 
WASH BASIN 
ANO NOTHING 


LA 
"NUDE AS 

\ | | THE Day SHE 

«| | WAS BORN” 
| h MEGANE 


PLEASE 
PARDON 


THE 
INTRUSION 


YOU'RE DOING, 
GAN-CHAN? 
) REMEMBER 
WHAT YOU SAID 
EARLIER! 


I DON'T WANT TO |) 

USE IT LIKE THIS! |, 

THIS IS JUST AN \ 
EMERGENCY 
MEASURE!! 


erin 


YOU 
SHOULDN'T BE 
USING THAT 
WASH BASIN 


Bae WHAT THE HELL 
910 I SAY TO 
“AUER PATI) “hes ort 
AMERICA 
60 MUCH? 


THEY LEFT THE WOMEN'S 
THIS BEHIND ASSOCIATION S 
FOR YOU TO AREN'T OGRES|} YOU KNow, 


THIS IS YOUR 
FAULT FOR 
TRYING TO 

WEAR A 

WASH BASIN 


WEAR... YOU KNOW 


TO THINK 
THERE'S BEEN 
SUCH A 
HANDSOME, 


Hmm, 
Maybe I should 
start taking 


cork F.Ov4 92) \  sxouo 
| ‘ : BE TREATED 


‘©: as H 


oe | fT 


TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 
A LITTLE EXTRA LECTURE 


THE TITLE C5KU TE LEBER - CHOITASHI KOUSHAKUD IS A REFERENCE TO RAKUGO STORY CALLED <Li dissin 
CKUSHAMI KOUSHAKU - SNEEZING LECTURED. 

IN THE STORY, A MAN GOES TO MEET HIS GIRLFRIEND FOR A MIONIGHT ROMANTIC RENOEZVOUS, ONLY TO HAVE 
THE NIGHT SPOILED BY A STORYTELLER APPEARING ANO GOING ON ANO ON ABOUT HOW HE’D JUST STOOD IN 
SOME 006 SHIT. THE MAN GETS ANGRY, GETS INTO AN ARGUMENT WITH BOTH THE STORYTELLER ANDO HIS 
GIRLFRIEND, WHO ENDS UP BREAKING UP WITH HIM. WHEN HE GOES BACK TO HIS GROUP OF FRIENDS, THEY 
PROMISE TO HELP HIM SEEK REVENGE ON THE STORYTELLER, ANO WHILE SAT IN THE FRONT ROW OF THE 
AUDIENCE OURING ONE OF HIS SHOWS, THE MAIN CHARACTER THROWS PEPPER INTO A LITTLE BRAZIER THAT 
CAUSES A CLOUD OF PEPPER OUST TO FLY INTO THE AIR ANDO MAKE THE STORYTELLER START SNEEZING. 
ANGER AND CONFUSION ENSUES. 

CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED YTH JANUARY 2012 
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I JUST CAN'T EAT ANY MORE MOCHI!! 
MOCHI IS A SOFT RICE CAKE MAVE FROM POUNDED GLUTINOUS RICE, WHICH IS THEN MOLEO INTO SHAPES, 
USUALLY A ROUNO OUMPLING SHAPE. THOUGH MADE ANO EATEN ALL YEAR ROUND, IT IS TRADITIONALLY MOST 
OFTEN MAGE ANO EATEN OVER THE NEW YEAR PERIOV, AS WELL AS GIVEN AS A GIFT FOR WELCOMING IN THE 
NEW YEAR. 


I THINK WE'VE ALREADY TRIED EVERY SINGLE STYLE OF MOCHI THAT THERE IS... 

MOCHI LIST: 

ABEKAWA MOCHI - MOCHI THAT IS COVERED IN GROUND SOY BEAN FLOUR KNOWN AS KINAKO. 

SOMETIMES IT’S FRIEO, BLT MOSTLY THE FLOUR IS JUST LEFT AS A COATING, ANO HAS A SORT OF SEMI-SWEET, 
SEMI-SAVOURY TASTE. 


OSHIRUKO - BEAN SOUP MADE FROM AZUKI BEANS, SERVED IN A BOWL WITH PIECES OF MOCHI 


MISO MOCHI - LITTLE PIECES OF MOCHI COVERED IN MISO POWDER, SERVED AS A SWEET. MISO IS FERMENTED 
SOYBEANS ANO SALT, ANO HAS A SWEET/SAVOURY FLAVOUR. MISO MOCHI WAS SERVED BEFORE THE VAST 
MAJORITY OF JAPANESE PEOPLE HAD ACCESS TO SUGAR. 


KINCHAKU MOCHI - FRIED TOFU POUCH FILLEO WITH MOCHI 


OZONI - MOCHI SERVEO WITH VEGETABLE BROTH. CONSIDERED THE MOST FAMOUS ANO AUSPICIOUS WAY TO EAT 
MOCHI 


ISOBEYAKI - PAN FRIEO MOCHI, DIPPED IN SOY SAUCE ANO WRAPPED IN A ROASTED SEAWEED SHEET 
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“YOU KNOW, THERE ARE PEOPLE OUT THERE WHO TAKE PERFECTLY 6000 PUDDINGS AND 
POUR SOY SAUCE ALL OVER THEM ANDO SAY IT TASTES LIKE SEA URCHIN!” 

APPARENTLY THIS IS THE CASE, THOUGH IT HAS TO BE A SPECIFICALLY BREWED SOY SAUICE, USED ON A CREME 
CARAMEL TYPE PLIODING. 


PAGE 9, PANEL 3: 
DOLL IN THE BACKGROUND IS OF PKPK, A CHARACTER FROM GOGO FAIRIES. 


“EVERY SINGLE DISH WAS JUST MELON WITH A SLICE OF HAM ON TOP?!” 
MELON WITH HAM IS A PRETTY POPULAR HORS O/OELVRE IN THE WEST, ANO OFTEN LISES STRONG SALTY HAM 
WHICH BLENDS NICELY WITH CANTALOUPE MELON. HOWEVER, THE MELON THAT IS MOST AVAILABLE IN JAPAN 
CMUSKMELON) IS A LOT SWEETER ANO MORE FRAGRANT THAN CANTALOUPE, ANO JAPANESE HAM ISN'T AS 
STRONGLY FLAVOURED AS PARMA HAM OR SPANISH HAM, WHICH LEADS TO MELON WITH HAM TASTING TERRIBLE. 


PAGE @: 

“ANO WHAT’S WITH THESE COOKING SHOWS WHERE THEY LAQO EXTRA INGREJIENTS TO 
STUFF FOR NO REASON? "ADJED INGREDIENT RANKING?" 

REFERENCE TO A JAPANESE SHOW CALLED "PLEASE! RANKING" WHERE VARIOUS STUFF IS LISTED ANO RANKED, 
ANO A POPULAR SECTION IN THE SHOW IS CALLED "AQUEO INGREDIENT RANKING" IN WHICH THE HOSTS AZO 
RANOOM STUFF INTO FOOO RECIPES TO SEE WHAT TASTES GOOD. LISUALLY THE FOOD ENDS UP TASTING LIKE 
CRAP. 


“IF YOU COME TO JAPAN ANO SING A POP SONG IN JAPANESE THEN IT’S J-POP!” 
REFERENCE 10 K-POP BANO KARA, WHO RAPIOLY ROSE TO FAME IN JAPAN IN 2010-2011, EVEN BEING INVITED 
ONTO THE KOHAKU LITA GASSEN, WHICH AS MENTIONED IN AN EARLIER CHAPTER'S TL NOTES, IS A BIG, BIG 
HONOUR FOR THE GUEST. 
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“IT DOESN'T MATTER WHERE YOU/RE FROM, DON’T ADO ANY WEIRO STUFF TO IT!” 

AS MENTIONEO IN THE PREVIOUS VOLUME, K-POP CAN BE A CONTENTIOUS ISSUE TO SOME PEOPLE IN JAPAN. 
THE “WEIRD STUFF” GAN MENTIONS IS PROBABLY REFERRING TO THE KOREAN LANGUAGE. 


“THAT ENTERTAINER LOOKS LIKE HE HAS A LITTLE "AOOEO EXTRA" ON TOP OF HIS HEAO!” 
TOMOAKI OGURA, A POPULAR GAME SHOW HOST WHO WEARS A TOUPEE. EVEN THOUGH HE’S COME OUIT ANO SAID 
THAT IT’S A TOUPEE, KUMETA LIKES TO POKE FUN AT HIM FOR IT ALL THE TIME. 
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“I HEAR THIS ORAMA GOT A MOVIE VERSION” 

THE ORAMA SHOWN ON THE TELEVISION IS NOOAME CANTABILE, ORIGINALLY A MANGA BY TOMOKO NINOMIYA. 
SO FAR THE MANGA HAS RECEIVED A LIVE-ACTION DRAMA TV SERIES ANO A SEQUEL, TWO MOVIES ANO AN ANIME 
ADAPTATION, AS WELL AS AN ADAPTATION FOR KOREAN TELEVISION. 


THE ORAWING IS OF CHUNICHI ORAGONS MASCOT, DOALA 

THE DOLL IS OF SHRSHR, A CHARACTER FROM THE ANIME GOGO FAIRIES. 

ha EVEN WITH ANIME ADAPTATIONS, AS LONG AS IT'S GOOD THEN EVERYTHING WILL BE 
REFERRING TO JOSHIRAKU’S THEN UPCOMING ANIME ADAPTATION 


AS AN ASIDE, JOSHIRAKU HAS ALSO RECEIVED A STAGE ADAPTATION, PERFORMED BY MEMBERS OF THE IDOL 
GROUP NOGIZAKAUG. I HAVE TO IMAGINE THAT SINCE KUMETA WROTE JOSHIRAKU, ANO HAS ALSO PROVED 
HIMSELF TO BE A BIG IDOL FAN, THAT HE WAS PRETTY PLEASEO WITH THIS. IT’S AVAILABLE ONLINE FOR THOSE 
INTERESTED. 
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"LA MEGANE NUGE" 

MEGANE MEANS GLASSES, BUT IS OFTEN USED TO MEAN "GLASSES-WEARER" AS WELL. 
THE "LA" COMES FROM THE KANJI "42" CRAD WHICH MEANS NUOE OR NAKED. 


DOLL IN THE BACKGROUND IS KRKR, COMPLETING THE SET OF MAIN CHARACTERS FROM GOGO FAIRIES. 
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“THEY'RE GOING TO USE THE METAL TO MAKE WARSHIPS” 

SCRAP METAL ORIVES WERE A COMMON EVENT IN WWII, THE METAL COLLECTED WAS USED TO MAKE AIRCRAFT 
ANO WARSHIPS. THIS HAPPENED ALL OVER THE WORLO, BUT WAS DONE EVEN MORE SO IN JAPAN OUE TO AN ALL 
ROUNO LACK OF AVAILA@LE RESOURCES. THEY WERE OFTEN CARRIED OUT BY MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL 
WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION, A GROUP OF WOMEN THAT TOOK OVER TASKS WHEN THE MEN HAO SHIPPED OUT FOR 
WAR. 


PAGE 11 CONT. 
I OON’T THINK IT’S AMERICA THIS TIME... 
I ASSUME TETORA IS REFERRING TO EITHER NORTH KOREA OR CHINA HERE. 


PAGE 12: 

GAN'S LOOK HERE IS A NOD TOWARDS THE VARIOUS WOMEN’S ASSOCIATIONS ANO GROUPS THAT HELPEO OUT 
OURING WWII, SPECIFICALLY THE JAPANESE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION, WHO WERE REFERENCED EARLIER IN THE 
CHAPTER. 

ANOTHER POSSIBLE REFERENCE IS YOSHIKO KAWASHIMA. KAWASHIMA WAS A CHINESE-BORN PRINCESS WHO WAS 
RAISEO IN JAPAN ANO OURING WWII ACTEO AS A SPY FOR THE JAPANESE APTER RETURNING TO CHINA. SHE WAS 
CONSIDERED "STRIKINGLY ATTRACTIVE, WITH A DOMINATING PERSONALITY, ALMOST A FILM-ORAMA FIGURE, HALF 
TOM-BOY ANO HALF HEROINE, ANO WITH THIS PASSION FOR ORESSING LIP AS A MALE", MOST OF WHICH SOUNDS 
LIKE A OESCRIPTION FOR GAN ANYWAY. 

THE UNIFORM GAN IS SEEN WEARING ON THIS PAGE IS STRIKINGLY SIMILAR TO THE ONE KAWASHIMA WAS 
PHOTOGRAPHED WEARING MANY TIMES. 


I'M NOT LIKE 
ALL YOU GUYS, 
I TAKE MY 
TRAINING VERY 
\ SERIOUSLY! 


Chapter 31 
Confounded Concentration 


YOU SHOULDN'T 
CONCENTRATE 
SO HARD, 
THE STRAIN 
ISN'T GOOD FOR 
YOUR HEALTH! 


COME ON... 
FOCUS! 


YOUR 
FACIAL 
FEATURES 
HAVE ALL 
FOCUSED 


INTO THE || 


MIOOLE! 
a 


I'VE NEVER 
HEARD OF 
ANYTHING 
LIKE THIS 
HAPPENING 
BEFORE! 


TOO HARD 
YOUR FACE 
FOCUSES INTO 
THE MIDDLE?! 


YOU 
FOCUSED 
TOO HARO! 


/ THIS 

IS WHAT 
MUST HAVE 
HAPPENED 


SHE 
FOCUSED 
ANO WORKEO 
SO HARO AT HER 
LESSONS THAT 

SHE BECAME THE 
\  OENTRE OF | 
ATTENTION! 


YOU MIGHT IF YOU 


CONCENTRATE 
LIKE THAT, 
KIGU-CHAN 


WOLILD'VE 
] MADE IT 


IT LOOKS : 
SO INTENSE! fH) THIS SHOULD 
fA, HELP You 
CALM DOWN 


AT ALL! 


YOUR FACE, 
IT MIGHT 
LOOSEN 
-\ ITUPA BIT 


YOU'RE 
SURROUNDED 
BY FOCUS 
LINES 
INSTEAD! 


CHOCOLATE 
T HA 


D 
GIVEN THE 
OTHER 


XMYEN J] 


IT'S LIKE 
WE'RE INA 
KAZUHIKA 
SHIMAMOTO 
MANGA OR 
SOMETHIN 


o\\W\\ GLINGY ANO 
\\ y) | INTENSE AS 
| de THAT! 


JUST GIVE UP, KIGU 
YOU'LL NEVER HAVE A 
BACKGROUND AS GOOD 
AS THIS I'M ABOUT TO 


SHOW YOU... 


THAT 
BACKGROUND 
DOESN'T 
SUIT YOU 
AT AL Lge 


I SAID 
THAT STYLE OF 
BACKGROUND 
DOESN'T SUIT 
YOU AT ALL 


ma MARII-SAN 


GROUND! 


EVEN 
WHEN 


YOU GET 
PUNCHED 
IN THE 


ON THE 
HEAD BY 


\| FALLING 


STOP 
on iy JOKING 
im __ \ AROUND! 


rd Sa 


AND 
COMPANIES 
FOCUSING 
TOO MUCH 
ON ONE SET 


OF CLIENTS 


IF ONE 
PERSON 
MANAGES 
TO FOCUS 
TOO MUCH 
POWER ON 
THEMSELF, 


STALKER 


IS BORN 


THAT NOBOOY 
ELSE CAN USE 
THE TOILET 
WHEN YOU'RE 
SOAKING IN 

THE TUB! / 


WE NEED TO 

SCATTER OUR 

THOUGHTS 
AND GET 
BACK TO 
NORMAL! 


en 


IF ALL THE 
BLAME FOR AN 
INCIDENT IS 
CONCENTRATED 
ON ONE PERSON, 
THEY BECOME 
A SCAPEGOAT! 


TOO MUCH 
UNREQUITED 
LOVE IS 
FOCUSED 
ON ONE 
PERSON... 


IF YOU LIVE 
IN A HOUSE 
WHERE THE BATH 
ANO THE TOILET 
ARE BOTH 
CONCENTRATED 
TOGETHER IN 
SAME ROOM.. 


THE POINT IS 
THAT INSTEAD OF 
CONCENTRATING 
50 MUCH 


NO 


ME SO MUCH, 
It'S GETTING 


IF WE WERE 
ALL IN THE 
SAME ROOM 
AND SOME 
EVIL RIOTER 


BE KILLED 
INSTANTLY! 


WHAT THAT MEANS 
IS THAT WE NEED 
YOU TO HELP US, 

MARII-SAN, 
SINCE YOU'RE SO 

SCATTER BRAINED 
AND EASILY 

DISTRACTED! 


WHY DON'T WE 
SEPARATE OUR 
DRESSING 


BEAR 


WITH IT! | THIS IS 
FOR SO BORING! 
KIGU- I CANT 
CHAN'S TAKE IT! 
SAKE! 


THIS SUCKS, 
BEING STUCK 
IN A TINY 
SPACE LIKE 
THIS, RIGHT, 
KIGU-CHAN? 


CONCENTRATE 
HAROER THAN 
EVER BEFORE! 


| KIGU-CHAN NO! 
Ht Il) ~+4YOU SHOULON‘T 


THIS IS 
GETTING 
WAY OUT 

OF HANO, | 
WE NEEO fT Il ae 
PROPER ii "OTE ee 

HELP! tll | 


Intensive Care 


Focused Treatment Unit 


THE DOCTORS 

FOCUSED ON I'M GLAD 

GETTING YOU ff MEYOLI'RE BACK 
BACK TO UN Week | 


iN PULL HEALTH /Ali 


I'M SORRY, 
BUT EVEN 
WITH MODERN 
ADVANCES IN 
MEDICINE WE 
STILL AREN'T 


eee Prec eee Areas Seco Sen Sena Sess beso eso aco eet Reset 


TRANSLATORS NOTES 
CONFOUNDED CONCENTRATION 


TITLE U3 < USE CBIKKURI SHUUCHUUD IS A REFERENCE TO A RAKUGO STORY CALLED BIKKURI SHINJUU 
CSURPRISE LOVERS SUICIDE). 

THE STORY REVOLVES AROUNO A SEX WORKER ANO THE MAN SHE LOVES DECIDING TO ELOPE TOGETHER FROM 
THE REO-LIGHT DISTRICT, TO COMMIT A ROMANTIC LOVER'S SUICIDE. ON THE NIGHT OF THEIR ESCAPE, THEY ARE 
FOUNO BY A PASSING DOCTOR ANDO THEIR PLAN FALLS APART... 

CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED ATH FEBRUARY 2012 
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THIS IS WHAT MUST HAVE HAPPENED TO ACCHAN, TOO! 

REFERENCE TO ATSUKO MAEA, KNOWN BY HER NICKNAME ACCHAN, A FORMER IDOL WITH IDOL GROUP AKBU8. 
SHE WAS A VERY FAMOUS ANO PROMINENT MEMBER, OFTEN APPEARING ON ALBUM COVERS ANO TAKING CENTRE 
STAGE DURING PERFORMANCES. 


PAGE U 

“ANO YOu CAN ae SOME OF THIS CHOCOLATE I GOT GIVEN THE OTHER DAY TOO!” 
“FROM NAOTO DATE 

NAOTO DATE IS A REFERENCE TO THE TIGER MASK QONATION PHENOMENON. NAOTO DATE IS A CHARACTER FROM 
A 60S AND 70S MANGA CALLED TIGER MASK, A WRESTLER WHO FOUGHT FOR ORPHANS AFTER BEING RAISED IN 
AN ORPHANAGE HIMSELF. THE TIGER MASK PHENOMENON WAS A SERIES OF DONATIONS GIVEN TO ORPHANAGES 
ALL OVER JAPAN, INCLUOING EXPENSIVE GIFTS ANO CASH, ALL SIGNEO AS BEING FROM NAOTO DATE. 

THE DONATIONS INSPIREO MANY COPY-CAT ACTS TO OCCUR ALL OVER JAPAN, ALL CREDITED TO NAOTO DATE. 


PAGE 9: 
“IT'S LIKE WE'RE IN A KAZUHIKO SHIMAMOTO MANGA OR SOMETHING” 
KAZUHIKO SHIMAMOTO, A MANGAKA, FAMEO FOR HIS INTENSE, DETAILED DRAWING STYLE 


DOLL IN BACKGROUND IS OF RINKO KOBAYAKAWA, FROM LOVE PLUS 


PAGE G: 

I KINOA LIKE IT, IT REMINDS ME OF AN OSAMU DEZAKI ANIME OR SOMETHING 

OSAMU DEZAKI WAS KNOWN FOR HIS DISTINCT VISUAL STYLE, WHICH MADE USE OF SPLIT SCREEN, 

STARK LIGHTING, EXTENSIVE USE OF OLITCH ANGLES, PASTEL FREEZE FRAMES AND OF COURSE, FOCUS LINES. 
HE WORKEO ON MANY FAMOUS SHOWS LIKE ASTRO BOY, ROSE OF VERSAILLE, AIM FOR THE ACE, LUPIN THE 3RO 
ANO ASHITA NO JOE, AS WELL AS MANY, MANY OTHERS. 


PAGE 8: 
OR HiT BY A CAR! 
THE CAR IN THIS PANEL IS A TOYOTA AE8G, OF INITIAL 0 FAME 


“BUSINESSES BECOMING OVERCONCENTRATED IN TOKYO ANO COMPANIES FOCUSING 
TOO MUCH ON ONE SET OF CLIENTS IS A VERY RISKY SITUATION” 

TOKYO OVERCONCENTRATION IS A PROBLEM WITH BUSINESSES LOCATING THEMSELVES IN TOKYO, TO THE 
DETRIMENT OF OTHER PARTS OF JAPAN, ANO MORE RECENTLY, THE BUSINESS ITSELF AS RENT PRICES SOAR 
CAUSING SMALLER BUSINESSES TO RUN OUT OF CASH BEFORE THEY EVER GET A FOOTHOLD. 


JAPANESE BUSINESSES, SPECIFICALLY CAR MANUFACTURERS, TENO TO FAVOUR ONE COMPANY TO SOURCE ANO 
SUPPLY PARTS ETC, ANO IN TURN THAT COMPANY TENDS TO ONLY SERVE THE ONE THAT ORDERS FROM THEM. 

THIS SET-UP CAN CAUSE PROBLEMS IN TIMES OF RECESSION, OR IF THE ORDERING COMPANY GOES OUT OF 
BUSINESS. 


PAGE 12: 

INTENSIVE CARE LINIT/FOCUSEO CARE WARO 

THE JOKE HERE IS THAT THE JAPANESE WORD FOR INTENSIVE CARE UNIT 
LITERALLY MEANS FOCUSED MEDICAL CARE ROOM 


eget 


| | A 


gue ge ede gy piep ne IE te 


rH he 


QvAPTILT Ye, 
Li: 
TATE” 
We A we WHAM We We 
ewe WORE We 


Welle aw 


jo 
(in tor at 


— 
te ew 


/m Sary 
That 
(Was Born 


Reverse-Angry Girl 


Chapter 32 


SSSSN 


PLEASE 
FORGIVE 


YOU SHOULD 
FORGIVE HER 


empt to clarify the situation. 
Mtual understanding. 
ly listen to what they say. 
int make excuses. 
don't hang 


IF WE GOTA 
COMPLAINT AND 
DIDN'T DEAL WITH 
IT PROPERLY, 
THINGS COULD 


IT’S THE MANUAL 
ON WHAT TO DO 
IF WE RECEIVE 
A COMPLAINT 
FROM SOMEONE 
\IN OUR AUDIENCE 


DO_WE REALLY 
NEED TO GET 
DOWN ON OUR 
HANDS AND 
KNEES, THOUGH? 

1 6IT SEEMS A 
LITTLE MUCH 


=(O5= 


WE HAVE TO 
ACT REALLY 
RESPECTFUL 
AND 
WELCOMING 
TO OUR 
AUDIENCE 
WHILE WE'RE 


— . ON STAGE 


IF WE WERE 

TO RESPOND | 
TO A COMPLAINT 

PROPERLY... / 


i 
c 
E 


pediceen a : | / AND GIVE 
BEING ANGRY, |. ew ae i 
WE'D WIN OVER GODLY 
THEIR TRUST / : SERVICE... 
AND RESPECT! / \ 


THOUSANDS 

OF PEOPLE 
6OT 

STRANDED AT fi 


A THEMEPARK /| 


AFTERWARDS THE STAFF 
THEIR GODLY TOOK THINGS INTO 
SERVICE THEIR OWN HANDS 
BECAME BIG AND STARTED 
NEWS AND HANDING OUT 
MADE THEM FOOD AND OTHER 
FAMOUS EMERGENCY 
ALL OVER - SUPPLIES TO 
JAPAN! THE PEOPLE 


TRAPPED 


ee 


i = t- 
Tey come \ Gaon sive AND TT WAGNT 
DONE NOTHING | fash Nosent | 
BUT INSTEAD 
THEY WON 


‘YF 


Al 

je 
Ji t Takat 
apanet |aKata SL) 


THERE ARE ' 

TIMES WHEN ; YOU CALL 
THE SERVICE IS | AW IT Goby 
60 GOOD THAT 

TRYING TO MAKE 

A COMPLAINT 

BECOMES A 

TERRIFYING 

ORDEAL... / 


HAVE YOU 
EVER HAD 
"BEYOND 
GODLY 
SERVICE"? 


AND RATHER 
THAN MAKING \ 
YOU FEEL GOOD, 
IT MAKES 
YOU FEEL BAD 
INSTEAD 


AND HE 

DOESN'T 

STOP OR |. 
LEAVE YOU 


IT'S NOT 
LUCKY!! 


I THINK I 
KNOW THE 
KIND OF 
SERVICE 
YOU'RE 
TALKING 
\ ABOUT! 


AA 


SERVICE 
THAT MAKES 
YOU SAY, 
“NO NO, 
IT'S OK, 
YOU DON'T 


r\ GET SERVICE 


EVERYONE 
TREATS YOU 
AS IF YOU'RE A 
TROUBLE-MAKING 
COMPLAINER 
THAT'S ANNOYING 
THE MANAGER! 


I STAYED AT 


LIKE 3 PAIRS ener gules pang 
FOR 1000 YEN, AND ’ 
THEY COULD HAVE ACCIDENTALLY 
aN ue any LEFT A SINGLE 
HAVE CARED, SOCK BEHIND.. 
BUT THEY HAD IT 
PROPERLY CLEANED 
AND DELIVERED 


BACK TO ME! ee 


BUT I DROPPED 


AND WHEN TI 


“cane AND I TOLD HIM 
CAME AN 
RIPPED UP THE IT WAS FINE, WAS OUT BUYING 


SOME CANDY 


FLOORBOARDS BUT HE RAN 
MADE A BIG THE OTHER DAY, 
ee Olen OFF TO THE THE SHOPKEEPER 


TRYING TO ee 


SHELF TO 
GET ME A 


\ NOTICED A SMALL 
DENT ON THE BOX 


IF I EVER GOT 
STUCK OUT IN 
AN EARTHQUAKE, 
I’0 PROBABLY 
BE GIVEN A 
| TEDOY BEAR! 


I GUESS THE |] - Your meal has a slight imperfection 


SINCE bra taining vale they cook you another one! 
ee REPLITATION || - Your bike develops a minor fault and 


OF BEING TOO 


the President of the bicycle company { IS A PAIN IN 
bh APOLOGETIC 


comes to colect it himself THE ASS! 
- Your kit model comes with a piece 


HARA-KIRI... 


SEPPUKU 


scow |! 11'S JUST 
eur” 100 MUCH! 


THERE WERE 
TIMES WHERE 
THE PERSON 

COMMITTING 
SEPPUKU ALSO 
THREW THEIR 
ORGANS AT 
THE PERSON 
THEY WERE 
APOLOGIZING 
TO 


WHEN SOMEONE 
: , TAKES TOO MUCH 
“NICE” i | RESPONSIBILITY 


FOR AN ACTION 
REVERSE J L 


IKE THAT, 
IT JUST FEELS 


NICE REVERSE NORMAL REVERSE 
ANGER IS WHEN ANGER IS WHERE 
SOMEONE PISSES YOU GET MAO AT 
YOU OFF WITH SOMEONE WHO 
BEYOND GOOLY SHOULD BE MAD 


SERVICE! AT YOU BUT 


USUALLY THEY 
JUST SAY 


SOMETHI THE SIGNS INSIDE 
LIKE, "LEASE CONVENIENCE 
KEEP THE 


Bathroom 


BATHROOM 
CLEAN’, 
\ BUT THESE 
\\ DAYS... 


OTHER PLACES 
LIKE THAT 


ey, Thank you very much for always 
Dd eeping The Bathroom clean! 
Sp K g Th h 8 


IT MAKES ME 
THEY DON'T = yer ey A LITTLE MAD 
REALLY : iy A MESS UP THE || l FOR SOME 
MEAN THAT . ! REASON, 
4" 4" 1 BATHROOM : 
THANK YOU INSTEAD ; Bi IT FEELS 
PART INSINCERE 


AND ALL 

retin , 

MESSAGES L on 
FAULTY j : WOULD 


NEVER SAY 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT! 


IS THAT WHEN THE ei : HELICOPTER 
PARENTS ATTACK THE PARENTS GET 
TEACHER FOR CALLING AL § NICE REVERSE 

OUT THEIR KID'S | 
BAD POINTS? 


JUST ANGRY 


A 
AT THE 
parce TEACHER OR 
NICE REVERS THEMSELVES 
\ THAT WOULD 


ANGER IS... 


I'M VERY VERY \ 
SORRY ABOUT 
MY SON'S 
BEHAVIOUR 


Bll 
oy 


Hh att 


\ 


HAS SHE ONLY | , : 
JUST LEARNED ) | YOU'RE RIGHT, 
ABOUT GANDHI? [Al( Oo) HE WOULDN'T 


WHAT 
ABOUT THIS 
PEDESTRIAN 
PATH IN 
SHIBUYA?! 


PROTECT 
THE PEDESTRIAN 
THEY PUT ALL \ 
THESE POLES UP 
TO STOPS BIKES 
FROM SPEEDING 
THROUGH AND 
KNOCKING 
PEOPLE OVER 


GANOHI 


I MEAN... ISN'T CALLING WOULD 

ISN'T GOD GREAT SERVICE NEVER 

RUTHLESS "GODLY SERVICE" HAVE BUILT 
MERCILESS? | 


HE STEALS 
THE LIVES OF 


YOUR LOVED } 


WOULO BE 
LIKE THIS! 


U2 
ot & Things That 
5 Break As Soon 
Langiag. <—= As Theyre Out 
SUPPOSED (\ 


TO BE LIKE 
THAT 


WOULD YOU MIND REPORTS OF 
IF WE SEARCHED YOLING PEOPLE 
YOUR ROOM FOR 


ANY ILLEGAL 
SUBSTANCES? 


I GUESS IF 
WE'RE THAT 
SUSPICIOUS, 
THEN YOU'D 
BETIEK DOA 
FULL SEARCH! 


' | 
\ N 


NAL 


Continued in 
Volurne 5 


THANK YOU FOR READING VOLUME 4 OF JOSHIRAKU! 

JOSHIRAKU IS GETTING AN ANIME VERSION! IN FACT, THIS VOLUME COMES OLIT ABOLIT THE 
SAME TIME AS THE ANIME STARTS BROADCASTING, BUT I'M GOING TO KEEP WORKING AS 
HARD AS I CAN SO THAT I DON'T GET SWEPT AWAY IN THE MOMENTUM OF THE SHOW. 


THANKS TO MY EDITORS, MILUCHI-SAMA AND SHIODA-SAMA, THE TANKOBON EDITOR 
NOZAWA-SAMA, THE COVER DESIGNER HISAMOCHI-SAMA, YOU'VE ALL BEEN INCREDIBLY 
HELPFUL. 

TO MY ASSISTANTS, SAKURABA-KUN, KIBIDANGO-SAN AND MIKAGESEKIZAI-SAN, 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

AND TO EVERYONE WHO BOUGHT AND READ THIS BOOK, THANK YOU ONCE AGAIN! 


SEE YOU NEXT TIME! 


- YASU 


TRANSLATOR’S NOTES 


REVERSE ANGRY GIRL 


TILE Cutt) - GYAKU-GIRE GAARUD IS A REFERENCE TO TWO SEPARATE RAKUGO STORIES 

J\ATI—IL - BUS GIRL ANO Ft4VT HE - OEKIRE OECCHI CBRIOGE-BURNING SHOPBOYD. 

THESE MUST BE RELATIVELY OBSCURE RAKUGO STORIES AS I COULON’T FINO A GOOD SYNOPSIS FOR EITHER. 
Witt CGYAKU-GIRED IS A WORD THAT OOESN‘T REALLY HAVE AN ENGLISH EQUIVALENT, IT MEANS BEING ANGRY IN A 
SITUATION IN WHICH OTHERS SHOULO BE ANGRY AT YOU. IT LITERALLY MEANS “REVERSE CLT”. 


CHAPTER FIRST PUBLISHED 9TH MARCH 2012 


PAGE U: 
GODLY SERVICE 
COMES FROM THE WORD 4xthin CKAMI TAIOUD WHICH LITERALLY MEANS GOO CORRESPONJENSE. 


“APTER THE BIG EARTHQUAKE, THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE GOT STRANDED AT A THEMEPARK!” 
APTER THE 201| TOHOKU EARTHOUAKE, TOKYO'S TRANSPORT SYSTEM SHLIT COWN COMPLETELY, WHICH STRANDED 
20,000 VISHORS AT JAPAN'S DISNEYLAND RESORT. 


PAGE 9: 

GODLY SERVICE LIST 

CONVENIENCE STORE: 

NOSON IS A REFERENCE TO THE LAWSON CHAIN OF CONVENIENCE STORES. 


FREE USE OF PUBLIC TELEPHONES: 
APTER THE EARTHOWAKE, MOBILE NETWORKS ANO WENT COWN, ANO LAWSON STORES LET CUSTOMERS LSE THEIR PUBLIC 
TELEPHONES FOR FREE. 


OUTSIDE SELLING: 

DURING THE DAYS FOLLOWING THE EARTHQUAKE ANO THE AFTERSHOCK, MANY SHOPS COULON'T USE THEIR CASH 
REGISTERS TO TAKE ELECTRONIC PAYMENT, BECALISE THAT REQUIRES AN INTERNET CONNECTION. THIS COUPLEO WITH THE 
FLOOD DAMAGE SAW SHOP MANAGERS ANO WORKERS TAKING PRODUCE OUTSIDE AND SELLING FROM TABLES SET IN THE 
CAR PARK LIKE A TRADITIONAL MARKET SO THAT PEOPLE COULD STILL BUY FOOD EVEN WHEN THE STORE WAS RUINEO ANO 
UNABLE TO TAKE ELECTRONIC PAYMENT. 


FREE FOOD: 
BECAUSE THE PROOUCE WAS OUTSIDE, IT COULON‘T BE KEPT REFRIGERATED, AND SO PERISHABLE FOO0 WAS GIVEN AWAY 
FOR FREE. 


JAPANET TAKATA: 
A HOME SHOPPING NETWORK THAT DONATED 300,000,000 YEN CU.3 MILLION DOLLARS IN 2016 EXCHANGE RATED 
TO PEOPLE RECOVERING FROM THE GARTHQUAKE. 


OOE00 LINE: 

ALL DAY SERVICE 
THE OOEOO LINE IS A PRIVATE RAIL LINE THAT WAS CLOSED FOR RESTORATION, BLIT RE-OPENED ANO OFFERED FREE 
SERVICE ALL DAY TO THOSE TRAPPED IN TOKYO DUE TO THE DOWNED TRANSPORT SYSTEM. 


PAGE 7: 
“I STAYEO AT A HOTEL A LITTLE WHILE BACK, ANO ACCIDENTALLY LEFT A SINGLE SOCK BEHINO..” 
THE ADDRESS ON THE ENVELOPE IS FOR THE MAIN OFFICE OF KOOANSHA PUBLISHING 


“IF I GOT STUCK OUT IN AN EARTHQUAKE, I’0 PROBABLY BE GIVEN A TEOOY BEAR!” 

REFERENCE TO THE SAME DISNEYLAND AS MENTIONED ABOVE. PUBLIC PLACES OFTEN HAVE INFLATABLE HOODS TO PUT 
OVER YOUR HEAD TO STOP IF FROM HIT BY RUBBLE OURING AN EARTHOLAKE, ONLY SINCE THERE WAS SO MANY PEOPLE 
TRAPPED THERE AT THE TIME, THEY RAN OUT OF HOO0S ANO STARTED HANDING OLIT TEOOY BEARS TO STRAP OVER YOUR 
HEAD INSTEAD. 


Hen piluriad HAVE HAO A REPUTATION OF BEING TOO APOLOGETIC SINCE THE OLDEN DAYS OF 
SEPPUKU IS THE ACT OF COMMITTING SUICIDE BY CLITTING INTO THE STOMACH WITH A KNIFE, LETTING THE ORGANS FLOW 
OUT ANO FINALLY BEING DECAPITATED BY A SAMURAI. THIS ACT WAS PERFORMED FOR A VARIETY OF REAGONS, 

BUT WAS MAINLY DONE AS AN APOLOGY OR AS AN ATONEMENT FOR A SHAMEFUL ACT. 

THE ACT IS USUALLY REFERRED 10 AS SEPPLIKU, THOUGH MARII CALLS IT HARA-KIRI HERE. IT MEANS THE SAME THING BLIT 
"HARA-KIRI" IS HISTORICALLY THE TERM THAT LNLEARNED PEASANTS CALLED IT, WHEREAS "SEPPUIKL" WAS LISEO BY THE 
LEARNED ANO NOBILITY OF JAPAN. IT’S KUMETA’S MILO WAY OF IMPLYING THAT MARII IS A BIT OF A PLEB. 


PAGE 8: 

“THERE ARE TIMES WHERE THE PERSON COMMITTING SEPPUKU THREW THEIR ORGANS AT THE 
PERSON THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO BE APOLOGIZING TO” 

REFERENCE 10 THE SAKAI INCIDENT C1BGBD, WHERE A FRENCH SHIP PULLEO INTO A JAPANESE HARBOUR WITHOUT 
PERMISSION. THIS PANICKED THE LOCALS AND A GROUP OF SAMURAI ATTACKED THE BOAT, KILLING 11 SAILORS. 

THE CAPTAIN, OUPETIT THOUIARS, WAS OLITRAGED AND DEMANOED THAT THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT PAY HIM 
COMPENSATION. 

HE WAS PAID 150,000 COLLARS, ANO THE 29 SAMURAI THAT ATTACKED WERE SENTENCED 10 DEATH BY SEPPUKU. 
HOWEVER, DUE TO GROWING ANTI-FOREIGN SENTIMENT IN JAPAN AT THE TIME, THE FIRST GROUP OF TI INJIGNANT SAMURAI 
DELIBERATELY PERFORMED SEPPLIKU IN SUCH A WAY THAT THE ORGANS WOULD COME FLOWING OUT, THIS SIGHT GREATLY 
SHOCKED THE FRENCH CAPTAIN, WHO RAN AWAY SCREAMING. 

THOUGH IN MOST ACCOLINTS THE SAMURAI JUST LET THEIR INTESTINES FLOW OLIT THROUGH THE WOUND, IN SOME 
JAPANESE VARIATIONS OF THE TALE, THE SAMURAI ACTUALLY PICKED UP THEIR VIGCERA ANO THREW IT AT THE CAPTAIN'S 
PEET, FURTHERING THE SHOCK WITH THE ENO-GOAL OF FORCING OUPETIT 10 BACK OWN ON THE EXECLITION OF THE 
REMAINING SAMURAI, WHICH HE 010. 


“NICE REVERSE ANGER” 

THE PHRASE USED HERE IS SU Bit) CSHIROI GYAKU-GIRE - WHITE REVERSE CLIT). REVERSE CLIT OR ANGER AS 
DEFINED FURTHER UP, MEANS A SITUATION WHERE YOU GET ANGRY AT SOMEONE WHO SHOULO BE MAD AT YOU, IT’S 
COMBINEO WITH ANOTHER PHRASE 1%t7]Z CSHIRA WO KIRU - CLITTING THE WHITE) WHICH MEANS FAKING INNOCENCE OR 
BRAZENING OUT A SITUATION, AS WELL AS ANOTHER MEANING OF WHITE WHICH MEANS “GOOD OR NICE GUY”. 

THIS MAKES TRANSLATION VERY DIFFICULT AS IT COMBINES TWO ALREADY DIFFICULT TO TRANSLATE JAPANESE PHRASES 
INTO ANOTHER PHRASE THAT ALSO HAS A WORDPLAY PUN IN IT. 


PAGE 9: 

GANOHI WOULD NEVER 0O SOMETHING LIKE THAT! 

MARII‘S REPEATED USE OF THIS PHRASE IS A REFERENCE TO A 20H MEME, Fi — GE BIEDIT CRALAIL 
CENOUGH TO MAKE EVEN GANDHI THROW A RUNNING PUNCH> 

OFTEN USED WITH REFERENCE TO SOCCER, IT’S REACTION TO AN UNLIKELY, SILLY OR ANGER-INOUCING EVENT. 

GANOHI WAS THE LEADER OF THE INDIAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT, HE EMPLOYED "NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE" WHICH 
INVOLVEO 0IS-OBEYING LAWS ANO CAUSING OTHER CIVIL DISOBEDIANCE SUCH AS REFUSING TO PAY TAXES ANO 
BOYCOTTING ALL GOVERNMENT RUN FACILITIES ANO SERVICES, SPECIFICALLY TO ANGER ANO AGGRAVATE THE BRITISH 


ENOUGH THAT THEY WOULD GIVE INDIA ITS INDEPENDENCE BACK, BLIT NEVER IN A WAY THAT WOULD CALISE ee 
WIDESPREAD VIOLENCE BY OR AGAINST THE BRITISH. oar ey! 
GANOHI’S METHOD OF NON-VIOLENT PROTEST IS SOMETHING THAT BECOME POPULAR AND ADMIRED IN es | \ 
JAPANESE CULTURE APTER WWII. \ oe \ 
\ a 


PAGE 9: 
YANO ALL THESE TELEVISION MESSAGES RECALLING FAULTY HEATERS FROM 30 YEARS AGO!” 
PARTICULARLY CORONA BRANDED OIL BURNING STOVE HEATERS 


“WHEN HELICOPTER PARENTS GETS NICE REVERSE-ANGRY, IT'S PRETTY NASTY” 

A HELICOPTER PARENT CCALLEO A MONSTER PARENT IN JAPAN ANO OTHER ASIAN COLINTRIESD IS AN OVERBEARING PARENT 
THAT TAKES AN OVER-ACTIVE ROLE IN BRINGING UIP THEIR CHILOREN. THIS OFTEN INVOLVES PLACING UNREASONABLE 
DEMANDS ON THEIR CHILOREN’S SCHOOL TO TREAT THEM DIFFERENTLY TO OTHER KIDS TO TRY TO GET THEM BETTER 
RESULTS ANO EXCESSIVELY HIGH AMOUNTS OF PRESSURE ON THE KIO ITSELF 10 PERFORM. 


PAGE Il: 

RUTHLESS, MERCILESS LANGUAGE "IT’S SUPPOSED TO BE LIKE THAT" 

THIS IS A REFERENCE TO UMIHARA KAWASE PORTABLE, A PSP PORT OF LIMIHARA KAWASE SHUN, A PLAYSTATION GAME. 
THE PORT WAS VERY BADLY DONE, WITH THE PHYSICS ENGINE ANO PLAYER PERSPECTIVE BEING ALTERED SIGNIFICANTLY, 
OFTEN BREAKING THE GAME. THE DEVELOPER ISSUED A STATEMENT TO THE CRITICISM BASICALLY SAYING THAT IT WAS 
SUPPOSED TO BE THAT WAY, ANO THAT IT WOLILON‘T BE CHANGED. PLAYERS BOYCOTTED THE RELEASE. 

NEVERTHELESS, IT GOT A WESTERN RELEASE. 


PAGE 12: 

“YOU'D BETTER SEARCH LIS!” 

THIS IS A REFERENCE 10 A COMMONLY LISEO PLOY IN JAPANESE STORIES ANO PLAYS THAT WHEN LINGER SUSPICION OF 
SOMETHING, THE WOMAN IN THE STORY IMMEDIATELY REMOVES HER CLOTHES, CAISING THE PERSON WHO SUSPECTS 
THEM TO BECOME FLUSTEREO ANO LEAVE 


YASU’S NOTE: 

“IN FACT, THIS VOLUME COMES OLIT ABOLIT THE SAME TIME AS THE ANIME STARTS 
BROADCASTING” 

THIS TANKOBON WENT ON SALE JUNE 8TH 2012, AND THE SHOW STARTED BROADCAST JULY STH 2012 


MANY THANKS 10: 

THE KUMETAN WIKI CHTTP://WIKI.KUMETAN.NET/> 

NOT REO REVIEWS CHTTP://NOTREOREVIE.WS/752JOSHIRAKUD 

THE KINO ANON WHO FOUND THE HIGHER QUALITY SCANS 

ANO TO VARIOUS JAPANESE BLOGS/TWITTER ACCOUNTS/REVIEW WEBSITES/RAKUIGO FANSITES/2CH AND FLTABA THREADS FOR OTHER BITS AND PIECES 
OF INSIGHT KEY TO UNLOCKING KUMETA’S INFLUIRIATING WORLO OF OBSCURE REFERENCES. 


